NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2003/6/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Thursday May 1 2003, 9:30-12:30

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Thursday 1 May 2003. Professor Frances Ruane was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Ms. Mary Doyle


Ms. Helen NicFhlannchadha


Mr. Cathal O’Loghlin

Mr. Donal Garvey

The CSO Directors Mr. Tom Keane, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary. Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Aide Memoire of the meeting of April 17, 2003 (NSB 2003/5/2)

Director General Progress Report (NSB 2003/5/3)

Item 1

Aide Memoire of April 17 2003 and matters arising (NSB 2003/5/2)

The aide memoire of the April 17, 2003 meeting was agreed without amendment.

Item 2

Director General’s Progress Report (NSB 2003/5/3)

The 2002 progress report of the CSO Statement of Strategy 2001-2003 was published on April 28. The report contains new expenditure information at CSO Division level.

The tender for the next stage of the IT strategy will be published in early May.

The implementation of the SGSES report has begun with the CSO undertaking further work with six government departments: Education and Science; Environment and Local Government; Health and Children; Justice, Equality and Law Reform; Social and Family Affairs; and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners. Six CSO teams will work with Department representatives to study existing data sources and to make recommendations aimed at enhancing the value of these.
Item 3
Strategy for Statistics 2003-2008 (NSB 2003/3/4)

There was further lengthy discussion on the strategy text. In addition, the Board discussed the need to illustrate the text with diagrams. A number of diagrams were circulated and discussed at the meeting. Revised drafts of the text and the diagrams will be prepared for the next Board meeting. It was agreed that chapter 5 will be redrafted with a new emphasis on the implications of the new strategy.

There was a discussion concerning some of the major CSO social statistics surveys that might occur over the period of the strategy 2003-2008. The next Census of Population is scheduled for 2006. The Board agreed that it was essential that the 2006 census be held and it was noted that a proposal from the CSO for funding for the census would go to government shortly. The Board also agreed the need for a 2004/2005 Household Budget Survey (HBS) in line with EU requirements and to ensure that the weighting of the CPI is up-to-date. Initial funding has been given to the CSO for preparatory work for the 2004 HBS.

The Board discussed the value of holding a time use survey (TUS). Ireland is one of the few EU countries not to have undertaken a TUS (a small pilot survey was undertaken in 1997). The Office of National Statistics in the UK has developed a light TUS that could be conducted as a module added to an existing household survey; details on this approach had been presented recently at a seminar in Dublin. A TUS surveys individuals rather than households and the interviews need to be distributed over both weekdays and weekends. These conditions increase the cost of undertaking such a survey. The CSO estimated that 2005 is the absolutely earliest date at which a light TUS could be undertaken. The Board noted that there are demands from the EU for the CSO to undertake a number of other new surveys also and any recommendation for the CSO to undertake a TUS would have to be considered in relation to  the resources available and to the priorities assigned to the other surveys. No decision was made regarding the undertaking of a TUS and it was agreed that a) the possilbilty of its being taken should be referenced in the Strategy document, and b) the issue will be discussed again at a future Board meeting.

Item 4

Any Other Business

The Chairperson formally thanked Mr. Cathal O’Loghlin for his valuable contributions to the Board and wished him well in his new position.

The next meeting will be held on June 5 in CSO Cork at 9:30 with the CSO Directors attending. This meeting will incorporate a meeting with the CSO Partnership Group.
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