NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2003/7/2

Minutes

Venue: CSO Cork

Date: Thursday June 5 2003, 9:30-16:45

The National Statistics Board met in the CSO Cork on Thursday 5 June 2003. Professor Frances Ruane was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Ciaran Dolan


Ms. Mary Doyle


Ms. Helen NicFhlannchadha

Mr. Donal Garvey

The CSO Directors Mr. Tom Keane, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Minutes of the meeting of May 1, 2003 (NSB 2003/6/2)

Director General Progress Report (NSB 2003/6/3)


Strategy for Statistics 2003-2008 (NSB 2003/6/4)


Strategy for Statistics 1998-2002, Progress Report 2002 (NSB 2003/6/5)


Partnership Committee activities May 2002-2003 (NSB 2003/6/6)


CSO Staff Attitudinal Survey (NSB 2003/6/7)


Partnership meeting Agenda June 5 2003 (NSB 2003/6/8)

Item 1

Meeting with CSO Partnership Committee

The Partnership Committee presented a summary of their activities since they last met the Board in May 2002. The Committee have been very active on issues such as the extension of the work flexi-time bands; communications within the CSO; a staff attitudinal survey; a policy on smoking in the workplace; and recycling. The Committee is supported by eleven sub-committees:

·
Training and Staff Development Committee
·
Safety, Health & Welfare Committee
·
Quality Customer Service Group
·
Staff Placement and Mobility Working Group
·
Interaction between Field Force and the Committee
·
Recycling Working Group
·
Sub-Committee on Communications in the CSO
·
Attitudinal Survey Sub-Committee
·
HR Strategy Sub-Committee
·
Funding of Social Events Sub-Committee
·
Equality and Diversity Sub-Committee

The Board complemented the Committee on their work and noted the substantial amount of progress that has been made in the past year. There was keen interest in the results of the staff attitudinal survey and the Board considered that the results gave a very favourable impression of the office. The Board summarised recent work that has been undertaken on the development of administrative sources and preparing a new strategy for statistics covering the period 2003-2008. It was agreed that the Board would meet annually with the Partnership Committee.

Item 2

Minutes of May 1, 2003 (NSB 2003/6/2)

The Board agreed that minutes should be posted to the NSB website. The minutes should be redrafted in an appropriate style that gives the background context for discussions under agenda items where necessary. In addition to recording decisions, the minutes should give a flavour of the role and work of the Board.

Item 3
Director General Progress Report (NSB 2003/6/3)

The Director General of the CSO reported on the progress made on a number of issues since the last Board meeting:

· The CSO Vote was taken by the Public Accounts Committee on 8 May. The session with the PAC was largely concerned with the 2002 Census of Population.

· The data collection phase of the new National Employment Survey has begun. The survey covers both the public and private sectors.

· The pre-qualifying questionnaire for the next stage of the IT strategy has been published. The tender will issue in the first half of July.

· The CSO teams examining the statistical potential of administrative data sources (SPAR) have all held meetings with the six government departments
 included in this phase of the project. The work has progressed well to-date but the reporting deadline of the end of July is very challenging.

· Mr. Garvey was elected chairperson of the Partnership Group of Directors General of national statistical offices at a Statistical Programme Committee meeting. The Board congratulated him on this prestigious appointment.

There was a brief discussion on the work of the SPAR teams and the NSB/CSO obligations arising from the government decision on the Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics report. The Board agreed that these obligations (guidelines for the development of data/statistics strategies and handling data protection concerns) should be discussed in more depth at the next Board meeting.

Item 4
Strategy for Statistics 2003-2008 (NSB 2003/6/4)

After a lengthy discussion, there was general agreement that the text is now nearing finalisation and does not require any further major changes. A revised draft, incorporating minor changes to the main text and development of the preface and executive summary sections, can be sent for publication without bringing it before another Board meeting.

Item 5

Strategy for Statistics 1998-2002, Progress Report 2002 (NSB 2003/6/5)
The Board discussed the first draft of the 2002 progress report on Strategy for Statistics 1998-2002. A number of specific drafting suggestions were made. Board members and Directors should give additional comments to the Secretary as soon as possible. The Board agreed that the amended report would be sent for publication without requiring approval at the next meeting.

Item 6

Any Other Business
There was a brief discussion on the role of the CSO in relation to the treatment of Public and Private Partnerships (PPPs) in the national accounts. Eurostat is developing guidelines for NSIs but these are not yet finalised. A key question, in deciding how to treat PPPs, is whether the monetary risk is within or outside the public sector. The role of NSIs is to assist Eurostat in ensuring the application of the rules of ESA95 and associated guidelines and to advise Government, if requested, on the classification of particular PPPs.
The next Board meeting will be held on July 7 in the Department of the Taoiseach at 13:30 with the CSO Directors attending.

� Department of Education and Science; Department of the Environment and Local Government; Department of Health and Children; Department of Justice and Law Reform; Department of Social and Family Affairs; and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners.
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