NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2004/1/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Monday July 7 2003, 13:30-17:00

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Monday 7 July 2003. Professor Frances Ruane was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Ms. Mary Doyle


Ms. Helen NicFhlannchadha

Mr. Donal Garvey

The CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon also attended. Apologies were received from Ms. Paula Carey and Mr. Ciaran Dolan and from CSO Directors, Mr. Tom Keane and Mr. Joe Treacy. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Minutes of the meeting of June 5, 2003 (NSB 2003/7/2)

Director General Progress Report (NSB 2003/7/3)


Preliminary National Progress Indicators report (NSB 2003/7/4)


Obligations from Government SGSES decision (NSB 2003/7/5)

Item 1  Minutes of June 5, 2003 (NSB 2003/7/2)

The minutes were accepted after minor amendments.

Item 2  Director General Progress Report (NSB 2003/7/3)

Mr. Garvey updated the meeting on CSO progress on a number of issues, since the last Board meeting, including the following:

· The second stage of the tendering process for the final part of the IT strategy will shortly be issued;

· The Principal Demographic results and the Population classified by Area figures from the 2002 COP were published on June 19 and July 3 respectively;

· The QNHS childcare results will be published on July 9;

· Household interviews in the new EU-SILC survey commenced in the second half of June;

· The report from the CSO SPAR project, which is examining the potential of administrative records in six government departments, is due at the end of July;

· Mr. Garvey will present a paper in August to the International Statistical Institute entitled “Policy-making in an Information Age – New challenges for the management of international statistical offices”;

· CSO staff helped to organise a seminar on strategic management for the Western Balkan NSIs.

A discussion ensued regarding the capacity of the CSO to undertake tasks such as the SPAR project or to be involved in wider issues, such as raising the statistical competence of data providers and policy-makers in government departments. The SPAR project emerged from the Government decision that the CSO should take the lead role in the development of administrative records. The project required the commitment of significant CSO resources at senior statistician and statistician grades.

Item 3  Preliminary National Progress Indicators report (NSB 2003/7/4)

The Government decision accompanying the report of the Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics committed the CSO to preparing a preliminary national progress indicators report in 2003. A work-in-progress draft was presented to the Board for information and guidance.

The Board welcomed the progress made on the preparation of the preliminary national progress indicators report. The report builds upon earlier Board work on the SGSES and Strategy 2003-2008 reports. The appendices, in the work-in-progress draft report, list the indicators recommended in a wide range of national and international reports. The number and variety of indicators listed shows the need for national agreement on which key indicators really measure progress in Ireland.

The Board agreed that the report should recommend that Ireland develop at most 50 key indicators. Better indicators could subsequently be introduced on a replacement basis so as to maintain the overall number at 50. The actual indicators selected should be balanced across the economic, social and environment dimensions and should meet the needs of a broad range of users. To achieve this balance, the Board recommended reducing the provisional ten domains used in the current interim draft to eight domains.

The CSO will also publish a separate, more focussed, indicator report on social statistics during 2004-2005.

Item 4  Obligations from Government SGSES decision (NSB 2003/7/5)

The Government decision accepting the SGSES report contains statistical implications in seven areas:

1 Preliminary national progress indicators report;

2 Framework for social and equality statistics;

3 The development of Department data/statistics strategies;

4 Best practice guidelines for data/statistics strategies;

5 Development of the potential of administrative data;

6 Statistical confidentiality and data protection protocols; and

7 A periodic overall social report.

The NSB and CSO have a leadership role in relation to areas 1, 2, 4, 5 and 6. The CSO, in so far as it can, is prepared to play a supporting and facilitating role in relation to area 3. Progress on these obligations will be regularly monitored at future Board meetings and will be discussed, as necessary, with the Senior Officials Group on Social Inclusion.

Item 5  Any Other Business

The NSB 2002 progress report is with the printers and will be published around the 15-16 July. The 2003-2008 Strategy is in typesetting and the intention is to publish it in July.

The terms of appointment of a number of Board members end in July 2003. The Chairperson indicated that, after eight years, she will not continue as Chairperson of the new Board. The Board members thanked Professor Ruane for her inspiring leadership and for the energy and positive working environment that she brought to the Board.

Professor Ruane thanked the Board members and the CSO for their contributions and assistance during her period on the Board.

Due to the change of Chairperson, no date was set for the next Board meeting.
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