NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2007/1/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: December 7 2006, 11:00-13:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Frank Cunneen

Ms. Mary Doyle

Ms. Pat O’Hara


Mr. Paul Sweeney
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan and Mr. Derek Moran. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Item 1

Minutes of October 26, 2006 (NSB 2006/7/2)

These were agreed without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2006/7/3)

New arrangements for a rationalised approach to statistical data collection and compilation have been developed with the banking industry and with the funds industry. In both cases, new quarterly survey forms, covering the data needs of the CSO and the Central Bank and Financial Services Authority of Ireland, have been finalised for joint data collection. The data will be shared between both bodies at micro and aggregate statistical form.

The Labour Costs Survey report for 2004 and the 2006 edition of the thematic report on Information Society and Telecommunications will be published this month.

The Public Service Benchmarking Body (PSBB) has decided to commission an econometric study of 2003 National Employment Survey data. This follows from a meeting between the CSO and the PSBB in July, in which the CSO agreed to facilitate such research. Access to the data will be on CSO premises and subject to the terms of the Statistics Act, 1993.

The scanning of the Census forms has been completed. This represents a significant gain over 2002 - i.e. work completed two months earlier with an additional 250,000 forms processed and with lower staff input. The CSO will publish a publication schedule for the census volumes in January 2007. Following discussions with expert users, it has been decided that full coding of the "place of work" Census question should be undertaken on this occasion (compared with around 15-20% in 2002). This will provide a very rich database that will facilitate detailed transport modelling and analysis of commuter flows both within the Greater Dublin Area and throughout the country. If postcodes for place of work were available then this difficult coding operation would be unnecessary.

At a recent Local Authority seminar on data availability strong pleas were made for the production and dissemination of more frequent county level data - a particular plea was made to produce key data from the QNHS. This is indicative of an increasing demand for sub-national statistics and indicators. The CSO will examine the possibilities in conjunction with some key users in 2007.

The EU-SILC results for 2005 were published in mid-November. More detailed analysis of the results has indicated that there may be a need to re-assess some of the poverty targets in the National Anti-Poverty Strategy (NAPs) to take account of the actual response patterns to certain questions in the survey.

CSO staff have briefed the high level Anti-Inflation and Labour Market groups, established under Towards 2016, and a sub-group has been set up to pursue statistical issues in relation to the labour market. CSO briefed the first meeting of this sub-group last week.

CSO has had informal contact with the Data Protection Commissioner on the outstanding protocol, required by Government Decision, on the use and protection of data for statistical purposes by Departments. It has been tentatively agreed to pursue the matter early in 2007.

Item 3
NSB strategy – next steps and 2007-2008 priorities (NSB 2006/7/4)

The immediate Board priorities are to establish mechanisms for progressing examination of the need for a central business register and a unique business ID. The availability of Departments data strategies, the adoption of postcodes, and the development of a primary pupil database are also NSB short-term priorities.

The CSO was asked to undertake a review of its current household collection surveys and to make proposals on how demands for a wide range of new data could best be accommodated. Examples of such demands include: a National Travel Survey; a Time Use Survey; and demands from Eurostat for the collection of data on adult education, crime and victimisation, violence against women, and a new social survey designed to produce data at EU rather than national level. New data demands arising from the SPAR reports, the new Social Partnership agreement, and the demand for more regional data to inform Local Authorities and the National Spatial Strategy should also be taken into account in these proposals.

The CSO was asked to prepare a report for the next meeting on the implementation of the various recommendations in the SPAR social report. The Board will examine the progress made and identify recommendations where more rapid progress needs to be made.

Item 4
NSB User survey 2006
A further 25 or so returns were received since the previous Board meeting. An updated draft report was circulated and is being prepared for publication. If members have any comments on the report, they should forward them as soon as possible to the Secretary.

Item 5

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in the Department of the Taoiseach on January 23, 2007 at 11:00. At the January meeting, a Peer Review Group of the European Code of Practice will meet the Board. Dates for the remaining 2007 Board meetings will be agreed at the January 23rd meeting.

� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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