NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2005/1/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Wednesday, December 8 2004, 11:00-14:00

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Wednesday, 8 December 2004. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Ciaran Dolan

Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors, Mr. Tom Keane, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were made available before the meeting:

· Minutes of the meeting of September 22, 2004 (NSB 2004/5/2)

· Director General CSO Progress Report (NSB 2004/5/3)

· Pilot Census of Population 2004 Report (NSB 2004/5/4a)

· Draft Memorandum for 2006 Census of Population (NSB 2004/5/4b)

· Australian and Canadian Data Linkage Protocols (NSB 2004/5/5)

· Old draft of CSO Protocol for Data Linkage (NSB 2004/2/7)

Item 1

Minutes of September 22, 2004 (NSB 2004/5/2)
These were accepted without amendment.

Item 2
CSO Director General’s Progress Report (NSB 2004/5/3)
A Memorandum to Government covering the content of the Census of Population in 2006 is being finalised with a view to obtaining a Government decision before Christmas.

The results of EU SILC will be published in January 2005. While some of the results are comparable with the ESRI Living in Ireland surveys, the results based on the questions on deprivation are not. Hence there will be a discontinuity in the consistent poverty measures. This is important from a policy perspective because a key NAPS target is based on the level of consistent poverty. The choice of poverty indicators for Ireland will be examined in 2005 by the Senior Officials Group on Social Inclusion (SOGSI). They have been asked by the Cabinet Committee on Social Inclusion to review the appropriate measures for Ireland.

The population and labour force projections, a new gender report, and the Q3 2004 Quarterly Balance of Payments and Quarterly National Accounts will be published before Christmas.

The CSO met the Civil Service Performance Verification Group in October. The meeting and subsequent feedback from the group was very positive. The Estimates for 2005 included an allocation of €53.847m - an increase of 43% on 2004. The 2005 figure includes some major periodic or once-off activities such as:- advance work on Census 2006; data collection for the HBS 2004/2005; preparations for the disability survey; and the ITSIP project.

The new CSO website will go live shortly. The IT consultancy (ITSIP) is proceeding satisfactorily. Although there has been some slippage, it is nothing to get alarmed about at this stage.

One of the three plenary sessions at the OECD World Forum on Key Indicators was devoted to a review of the institutional and political arrangements in Ireland that led to the publication of Measuring Ireland’s Progress, 2003. Mr. Garvey presented the keynote paper to this session. There was considerable interest in Ireland’s approach and Mr. Garvey was asked to make a further presentation at the International Statistical Institute’s 2005 assembly.

Item 3
COP Pilot 2004 Report (NSB 2004/5/4a) and Draft Memorandum for 2006 Census of Population (NSB 2004/5/4b)
The pilot census was carried out on 25 April 2004 in 7,500 households. The responses to the new questions in the pilot test of the draft 2006 census questionnaire were generally very successful. The relationship among different members of the household, the number of children born alive, and the ethnicity question are both being forward for inclusion in 2006. The income, unpaid work in the home, and voluntary activity questions were not successful nor was the mailback postal option that was offered to some households. The use of the GeoDirectory, to assist the census fieldwork phase, had mixed success. A comprehensive and up-to-date national address register would be of enormous value to producers and users of statistics. Members of the Board requested that the option be looked at again in the preparation of the 2011 census.

Item 4
Australian and Canadian Data Linkage Protocols (NSB 2004/5/5 and NSB 2004/2/7)
The Australian and Canadian data linkage protocols were provided as background to the work being undertaken to develop CSO and inter-departmental data protocols. The procedure in relation to data linkage that would be undertaken by the CSO is already covered legally by the Statistics Act, 1993. The situation is much more complex in relation to the CSO assisting other government departments to match their data. The matching would have to be done solely for statistical issues and the output file could not be used for administrative purposes. Another significant issue is the identification of the statistical unit. If education pupil data or health patient data is aggregated to school or hospital level, it may still be regarded as confidential at the business unit level even though no pupils or patients would be identifiable. Board members were invited to forward any proposals directly to the Secretary before the next Board meeting.

Item 5
Progress on SPAR Business and Environment Statistics Study
While the CSO teams have had a lot of contact and meetings with the participating Departments and Agencies, a lot of work remains to be done. Most teams are still at the consultation stage and they have not yet drafted the individual chapters. The Expert Needs Group will probably need to meet again after draft CSO teams chapters are available.

Item 6

Women and Men in Ireland 2004

The report will be published on 10 December. It is expected that it will attract considerable media attention. The CSO hopes to publish further thematic reports on topics such as children, elderly, regional differences, and disability during 2005 and 2006.

Item 7

Any Other Business
No date was set for the next Board meeting.
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