NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2005/2/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Thursday, March 10 2005, 11:00-14:00

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Thursday, 10 March 2005. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Ciaran Dolan

Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating and Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were made available before the meeting:

Minutes of the meeting of Dec 8, 2004 (NSB 2005/1/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2005/1/3)


Progress report on SPAR BES (NSB 2005/1/4)


NSB Progress Report 2003-2004 (NSB 2005/1/5)


Measuring Ireland’s Progress 2004 (NSB 2005/1/6)

Item 1

Minutes of December 8, 2004 (NSB 2005/1/2)
These were accepted without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s Progress Report (NSB 2005/1/3)
As a result of discussions initiated by Frank Cunneen, the CSO is involved in a joint CSO/TCD paper on the impact of globalisation on Ireland. The redesigned CSO website went live on February 10, 2005. The first results of the EU SILC survey were published in January 2005. A small CSO unit has been established to commence work on crime statistics. The 2004 Measuring Ireland’s Progress report will shortly be published. Work on the review of business and environment data needs and data sources in Government Departments will be completed during May. A new business statistics integration unit will be established later this year to implement the findings of that report.

Item 3
SPAR Business and Environment Statistics Study (NSB 2005/1/4)

A summary of the main findings emerging from the SPAR BES study was presented. There was considerable discussion regarding the emerging cross-cutting issues and the areas recommended for priority statistical development. The value of an agreed unique business identifier was emphasised as being a core requirement for developing greater efficiency within the system and in maximising the statistical value of administrative and survey data holdings.

It was agreed that the individual CSO chapters would be circulated to the Board members before the next NSB meeting. Two reports will be published from the study. The CSO will publish the full report on their website including the individual CSO team chapters, the Expert Group findings, the NSB conclusions and the detailed appendices. The NSB will publish a more summary report which will neither include the CSO team chapters nor the detailed appendices. It was agreed that the NSB report will be presented to Government.

Item 4a
Implementation of NSB Strategy 2003-2008 (oral report)
The Board briefly reviewed the key developments that have been taking place to implement the Board strategy. Government Departments are increasingly engaging the CSO with the purpose of making better statistical use of their data holdings. The Department of the Taoiseach has been receiving draft Statements of Strategy from the various Government Departments. There is an obligation on Departments to include a section on their progress in developing Data/Statistics strategies.

Item 4b
NSB Progress Report 2003-2004 (NSB 2005/1/5)
A new draft structure for the NSB 2003-2004 progress report was agreed. The new layout will follow more closely the key proposals in the NSB Strategy for Statistics 2003-2008 report.

Item 5

CSO and NSB data protocols (oral report)
There was a discussion on the various issues that were giving difficulty in the completion of these protocols. The most serious of these difficulties would be in relation to any requests from Departments for CSO assistance to produce anonymised matched data files for analysis within the Department’s (rather than the CSO’s) computer systems. The CSO would only involve itself in such work where there was an absolute safeguard that the output files could only be used for statistical purposes.

It was agreed that the CSO should submit the draft CSO data protocol to the Data Protection Commissioner in advance of the next Board meeting and should present a draft NSB protocol to the next Board meeting.

Item 6

Next NSB User Survey (oral report)
It was agreed that an NSB user survey will be conducted in 2005. A draft questionnaire will be presented to a future Board meeting.

Item 7

Measuring Ireland’s Progress 2004 (NSB 2005/1/6)

The Board expressed approval of the draft CSO publication and indicated its support for the publication to be produced on an ongoing annual basis.

Item 8

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in Dublin on May 4, 2005.

It was agreed that the CSO Social Statistics Integration Division would give assistance to the Personal Injuries Assessment Board to structure and analyse their data.
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