NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2008/1/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: December 10 2007, 11:00-14:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Con Lucey


Mr. Danny McCoy

Mr. Michael McGrath


Ms. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon

CSO Assistant Director General Mr. Bill Keating also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary. Apologies were received from Mr. Paul Sweeney.

Item 1

Minutes of October 10, 2007 (NSB 2007/5/2)
These were agreed without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2007/5/3)

The Taoiseach has agreed to the recommendation of the Top Level Appointments Committee (TLAC) that Ms. Siobhán Carey, Chief Statistician/Head of Profession, Department for International Development in the UK Civil Service be offered the position of Assistant Director General in the CSO. Ms. Carey will start with the CSO in early March.

The Department of Finance has agreed additions to the CSO's "existing level of service" budget from 2008 to cover new work in areas such as data integration, employment surveys (EHECS) and statistical methodology and development. In the absence of a Government decision on the next census no additional funding was agreed to cover planned preparatory work in 2008. The Census of Population is the only means through which social and demographic changes in the population can be captured in an accurate and comprehensive manner at all levels throughout the State. This is particularly the case where the objective is to monitor the situation of small population groups (e.g. ethnic minorities) or to assess developments at small area level.
A new UNECE/OECD/Eurostat Working Group on the Impact of Globalisation on National Accounts (WGGNA) has recently been established. A meeting of the WGGNA will be held during the week of 21-25 April 2008. Ireland will organise the session on merchanting which is a topic of major importance to our accounts.

An updating of the System of National Accounts (SNA) is nearing completion. There are only a few changes that will have a significant impact in Ireland (capitalisation of R&D is likely in time, the treatment of unfunded occupational pension schemes has still to be decided).

 Representatives of the CBS and National Central Bank from the Netherlands visited CSO recently to discuss the co-operation on data collection and compilation matters that has been developed between CSO and CBFSAI.

The Standing Committee on Health Statistics has identified, as a priority, the need to improve health expenditure data to ensure the availability of comprehensive data that meets international standards for the purpose of comparability and facilitates more in-depth analysis at national level. Accordingly, the Committee established a Steering Group to oversee a project to progress the implementation of System of Health Accounts in Ireland and the Health Research Board issued a tender for the development of a methodology and the compilation of a pilot set of Health Accounts. This contract has recently been awarded and the initial set of accounts will be available in late 2008.

The Quality Assurance and Audit team are undertaking a number of survey audits at present as well as finalising a confidentiality audit which was broadened recently to review our data handling/transfer practices. Work on the development of the web portal for Official statistics is progressing well and is on schedule for launch in January of 2008. In relation to developments on the dissemination of CSO data, a number of internal groups have been set-up to support the transition to electronic dissemination of data via the web and in particular the move towards electronic releases.

A new Transport Omnibus "Transport 2006" is scheduled for publication on December 13th. This report incorporates new data on the aviation and rail sectors that CSO have been compiling under EU Regulation since 2005. It also includes data from other administrative sources, which have never been published, such as LUAS, Penalty Points etc. A new Airport-Pairings Database will be launched on the CSO website before the end of December. This is a rich new source of data, detailing all significant direct origin-destination air traffic through the nine Irish airports on a monthly basis. 

The Census 2006 publication programme was completed on schedule on 29 November 2007 with the publication of the final volume (Volume 13 on Religion). The 2006 Sample of Anonymised Records were also sent to the Irish Social Science Data Archive. The release of Place of Work Census Anonymised Records (place of residence and work coding) has aroused great interest with 14 applications processed to-date (mainly Local Authorities) of which six are already provided with the data. Those accessing the data have to be made Officers of Statistics.

Revised intercensal population and migration estimates will be published on 18 December along with the estimates for April 2007. The Data Linkage and Integration Division are also preparing a release based on a data matching exercise using data from the Department of Social and Family Affairs (CRS file) and the Office of the Revenue Commissioners (P35 data). The release will focus on providing a profile of foreign nationals assigned PPS Numbers in recent years and their associated employment activity (over a number of years) since arriving in Ireland. 

The 2006 EU-SILC report and a special Equality in Ireland 2007 report were published recently. The latter was produced in close collaboration with the Equality Authority and presents an overview across the nine equality grounds identified in the Equality Act. The National Employment Survey (NES) report for 2006 will be published in December.
Discussions have recently taken place between the CSO, Ordnance Survey and the Department of Communications on the development of a set of small output areas (around 100-120 households per area). There was acknowledgment of the multi-dimensional policy and statistical value of the availability of a widely known location identifier such as postcodes that would aggregate into the small output areas. It was agreed that the NSB would prepare a short paper for circulation to relevant Government departments on the benefits of postcodes and small output areas.

The Board requested that a paper be presented at a future meeting on the work being done on preparing satellite health accounts.

Item 3

NESC Social Report

The Government Decision arising from the Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics requested the National Economic and Social Council to take a lead role in preparing a periodic social report. The report will analyse and interpret key social trends to inform social policy. NESC expect to publish their first social report during 2008.

Item 4

Progress on implementation of SPAR BES (2007/5/4)
The board discussed the position in relation to the recommendations of the expert group and the CSO teams in the SPAR business report. Some of the recommendations, such as the national travel survey, can be considered in the context of the next NSB strategy. At the previous Board meeting, there were discussions on some of the environment related recommendations. Good progress is being made in relation to more use of planning information, ownership of second homes, house price index, place of work coding, R&D, and a regional indicators report. The Board requested that a paper be prepared for a 2008 meeting on the progress being made by the cross-department unique business identifier group.

Item 5

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in the Department of the Taoiseach in Dublin on Monday 11th February 2008 at 11 a.m.
� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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