NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2004/3/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Tuesday, May 11 2004, 11:00-15:00

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Tuesday, 11 May 2004. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen

Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara

Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan. CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating and Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon also  attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Minutes of the meeting of March 22, 2004 (NSB 2004/2/2)

Director General CSO Progress Report (NSB 2004/2/3)

UK Review of Statistics for Economic Policymaking (NSB 2004/2/4)

Draft SPAR Business and Environment Statistics (NSB 2004/2/5)

Draft QNHS Modules 2005-2007 (NSB 2004/2/6)

Draft CSO Data Protocol (NSB 2004/2/7)

Structure of NSB Progress Report 2003 (NSB 2004/2/8)

Item 1

Minutes of March 22, 2004 (NSB 2004/2/2)

These were accepted without amendment.

Item 2
Director General Progress Reports (NSB 2004/2/3)

Resource allocation decisions in recent years have resulted in the CSO being underfunded to the extent of about €3m in relation to core ongoing activities. As a consequence: the start of the Household Budget Survey has been deferred from June 2004 to possibly January 2005; the target sample in the Quarterly National Household Survey has been reduced from 39,000 to around 30,000 households; and the office is carrying a significant vacancy rate in some key areas. The smaller QNHS sample could have adverse effects on the availability of spatial statistics.

The implementation of the new IT strategy is proceeding well. There have been further improvements in the timeliness of the quarterly National Accounts. The Board formally endorsed the successful and timely completion of the dissemination of the 2002 Census of Population.

The Census 2004 Pilot Survey is going well. There has been a considerable increase in the demand for new questions to be included in the 2006 census and it will not be possible to include them all. An expenditure review of CSO social and demographic statistics is being undertaken by a CSO committee with external representation.

The Expert Group on Crime Statistics (which included CSO representation) is finalising its report for presentation to the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform. There may be implications for CSO.

The Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform is drawing up a proposal for a post 2006 Census of Population National Disability Study. This follows on from a pilot study conducted by the ESRI in 2003 on behalf of the National Disability Authority. The proposed approach would involve data collection by the CSO.

A new statistician competition was recently held. There were over 1,000 applicants.

Item 3

UK Statistics for Economic Policymaking (NSB 2004/2/4)

Mr. Christopher Allsopp presented a paper to the RSS and SSISI societies in Belfast in April 2004. The paper reviewed U.K. statistics for economic policy-making. The main focus of his presentation was on assessing: (a) the provision of regional information; and (b) the way in which the changing nature of the UK economy is being reflected in official statistics. The timing of the paper was particularly appropriate given the proposal for the CSO to conduct a review of business and environment enterprise data holdings in a selection of government departments and agencies.
Item 4
Draft SPAR Business and Environment Statistics (NSB 2004/2/5)

This study is the next stage in the CSO examination of administrative and survey data holdings in government departments and agencies. It follows on from the NSB Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics report and the CSO Examination of Social Data Holdings in Six Government Departments report which were published in 2003. The business and environment statistics study would examine data holdings in the Central Bank and IFSRA and in the following six government departments and their agencies:

Arts, Sport & Tourism;

Communications, Marine and Natural Resources;

Enterprise, Trade & Employment;

Environment;

Office of the Revenue Commissioners; and

Transport.
The study will incorporate an examination of policy data needs. It is envisaged that the study would be completed by October 2004.

Item 5
Draft QNHS Modules 2005-2007 (NSB 2004/2/6)

Table 1 outlines the modules which have been conducted since the start of the QNHS in 1997 as well as future modules that have already been agreed. At this stage, the CSO has conducted a very extensive range of data collection and there may be a need to remind researchers of the full range of data that are available. Most of the QNHS data have been lodged to the Irish Social Science Data Archive however the long-term financing of the management of this archive has yet to be agreed.

Table 1: QNHS modules undertaken or agreed 1997-2007
Year
Q1
Q2 Community LFS requirement (CLFS)
Q3
Q4

1997



Nursing

1998

Accidents and illnesses
Housing & households
Crime and Victimisation I

1999
Recycling and energy
CLFS Occupational Accidents and Illnesses



2000
Travel to work I
Occupational Accidents and Illnesses /

Transition from school to work

Home computing

2001

Length and pattern of working time
Health I


2002
Pension provision / Accidents and illnesses
CLFS Disability at work
Voter registration and participation
Childcare

2003
Accidents and illnesses
CLFS Life long learning
Housing

ICT household survey (1 wave)
Crime and victimisation II

2004
Annual update module
CLFS Work organisation and working time arrangements
Travel to Work II

ICT household survey (1 wave)
Equality

2005
Annual update module
CLFS Work and family life
ICT household survey (1 wave)
Pensions (Sustaining Progress commitment)

2006
Annual update module
CLFS Transition from work into retirement
ICT household survey (1 wave)


2007
Annual update module
CLFS module (to be decided)
ICT household survey (1 wave)


The Board decided that the following additional modules should be conducted:

Q3 2005: Recycling and Energy (3 waves)

Q3 2006: Social Capital and Sport (3 waves)

Q4 2006: Health (repeat module)

Q3 2007: Family Issues and Career Plans of Parents (3 waves)

Q4 2007: Childcare (repeat module)

It was also agreed that the Voter Registration and Participation module conducted in Q3 2002 should not be repeated before the next General Election. In addition, it was agreed that it would be very useful if the CSO produced a composite report on Eldercare and Children from various data sources.

Item 6
Draft CSO Data Protocol (NSB 2004/2/7)

The Government, in accepting the recommendations of the report from the Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics, asked the CSO to set out formally how the integration of administrative data holdings, and the new statistics generated by data integration, could be safely employed without data protection problems. The rationale for such matching is that the integrated data holding may be of considerably enhanced statistical potential.

The protocol was drafted within the scope of the Statistics Act, 1993 so that both documents are entirely consistent with each other. The protocol addresses data matching issues where at least one of the data holdings being matched is not held by the CSO. It does not address matching of two or more CSO holdings with each other as these data were already collected for statistical purposes and such matching is a routine part of CSO data quality checking. However matching of CSO data with Trade data from the Revenue Commissioners for the compilation of the national accounts is within the scope of the protocol even though the practice of such data quality checking is already well known and accepted. The CSO Code of Practice on Statistical Confidentiality will be included as an annex to the document.

The CSO will assist other government departments to match their internal data holdings for statistical purposes provided such matching is lawful for the Department itself to undertake. The CSO has acquired considerable expertise in such matching and may be able to do the matching more efficiently and quickly than a Department. In such cases, a condition of CSO involvement will be that the Department has signed the NSB data protocol for government departments. The output from the matching of a CSO data holding with a data holding in a government department will generally only be made available outside the CSO in tabular form and not in a micro data format. Each matching operation will be governed by the restrictions of the Statistics Act, 1993.

The Board were in broad agreement with the draft Protocol. The NSB protocol for government departments will be presented at the next Board meeting and both protocols can then be approved together.

Item 7
Structure of NSB Progress Report 2003 (NSB 2004/2/8)

A draft outline chapter structure was presented to the Board. The 2003 progress report will be the first Board report on the implementation of the 2003-2008 NSB Strategy. The draft document was approved.

Item 8

Any Other Business
The CSO has been asked to host the 58th session of the International Statistical Institute biennial conference. Up to 3,000 delegates would be expected to attend. Letters have been sent by the CSO to the Departments of the Taoiseach and Finance seeking budgetary approval for the hosting of the conference.

June 21 at 11:00 was set as the date for the next Board meeting. The autumn meeting will be held in Cork and will coincide with the Board meeting the CSO Partnership Committee.
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