NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2005/6/2

Minutes

Venue: CSO, Cork

Date: Wednesday, November 16 2005, 9:00-14:00

The NSB met in the CSO, Cork on Wednesday, 16 November 2005. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members also attended:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Ciaran Dolan

Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Ms. Mary Doyle. CSO Directors, Mr. Tom Keane, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed:

Minutes of the meeting of September 13, 2005 (NSB 2005/5/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2005/5/3)


NSB mid-Strategy Progress Report (NSB 2005/5/4)


CSO Partnership Agenda (NSB 2005/5/5)


CSO Partnership Activities since September 2004 (NSB 2005/5/6)

Item 1
Board discussion with CSO Partnership Group
Professor Walsh presented a summary of recent work undertaken in connection with the NSB 2003-2008 Strategy for Statistics. An NSB/CSO study examining business data needs and data holdings in Government Departments is being finalised. This exercise is a follow-on to the social and equality statistics exercise which was undertaken in 2003. The Board has begun the preparation of a mid-strategy progress report. A new NSB user survey will be undertaken in 2006.

The Partnership Committee presented a summary of their activities since they last met the Board in September 2004. The Committee has been very active on a broad range of issues. The Board complimented the Committee on the extent and quality of the work that they have been involved in.

Item 2

Minutes of September 13, 2005 (NSB 2005/5/2)

The minutes were accepted.

Item 3

Director General’s progress report (NSB 2005/5/3)

The 2nd quarter national accounts were published for 2005. They showed lower GDP than employment growth. This is partially due to a lower level of growth by the large multi-national corporations.

The CSO sent a first set of annual financial accounts to Eurostat.

The process of recruiting Census enumerators will commence shortly.

A first meeting of a new Standing Committee on Health Statistics was held in November. The CSO is co-chairing this Committee. The terms of reference of the group will be circulated to the Board.

The IT strategy is scheduled to be completed around the end of 2006.

The Department of Transport has approached the CSO to assist with the recruitment of a statistician or statistical unit.

Item 4

SPAR BES – next steps
The NSB report is currently being printed. A Memorandum to Government is being prepared for presentation in January 2006.

Item 5

Draft NSB mid-strategy progress report (NSB 2005/5/4)

The draft report outline was broadly agreed – a new heading such as “Advancing the social framework” may be required. The report will identify areas where more urgent progress needs to be made. It will also emphasise the key pillars that significant progress depends on. For example, the central importance of using common identifiers such as the PPSN across public sector data files, and the development of data/statistics strategies across Government Departments.

The next few NSB meetings will identify the priority areas for attention in 2006-2008. These will include consideration of potential external environment issues such as measuring productivity, migration and globalisation. Issues such as the degree to which public-funded surveys, not conducted by the CSO, are being integrated into a broader overall statistical system will also be examined.

Item 6

QNHS Modules 2006-2007
The Board approved the holding of the sports and social capital module in Q3 2006 and a repeat of the Crime and Victimisation module in Q4 2006. A new health module will be held in 2007. The CSO was asked to conduct a new canvass of users for proposals for QNHS modules in 2008 and later years. This canvass should commence around April/May 2005.

Item 7:  Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in Dublin on December 8, 2005 at 11:30.
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