NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2006/5/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Jul 13 2006, 11:00-13:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Derek Moran


Ms. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan and Ms. Mary Doyle. Mr. George Burke attended on behalf of Ms. Mary Doyle. CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

Item 1:  Minutes of May 11, 2006 (NSB 2006/4/2)

These were accepted with minor amendment.

Item 2:  Director General’s progress report (NSB 2006/4/3)

The census 2006 results will be published on 19 July, the figures are broadly in line with the CSO inter-censal population projections. The report will contain a new table with preliminary figures on the population of each constituency. The processing of the census is on target and should be completed by December 2006 with all census volumes published by December 2007.

Over 3,000 census enumerators have expressed interest in working with the Department of the Environment to update the electoral register.

The Gardai recently gave the CSO a microdata file from the PULSE system as part of the process of the CSO publishing crime statistics instead of the Gardai. The first CSO quarterly crime statistics report will be issued around the end of 2006.

Measuring Ireland’s Progress 2005 attracted extensive media coverage. A new thematic report on construction will be published by the CSO shortly. A new report on small business is also being prepared.

Eurostat visited the CSO last week to review methodological issues related to reporting under the Excessive Deficit Procedure (EDP). Representatives of the Department of Finance and the Central Bank, as well as other agencies that supply relevant data, also attended.

The National Postcodes Project Board recently presented its report to the Minister for Communications. The recommended model will facilitate the collection of administrative county (directly derivable from the proposed code) and electoral division statistics (derivable through linked files).

Mr. Garvey informed the Board that Tom Keane, Director of Informatics and Methodology, retired at the end of June. Mr. Keane had been with the Office for almost forty years and for most of that period had played a leading role in the development of the CSO’s IT infrastructure, from relatively humble beginnings to the sophisticated systems in place today.

Item 3:  Non-statistical activities of NSIs (NSB 2006/4/4)
This report was compiled by Mr. Adrian Redmond. National Statistical Institutes are involved in non-statistical registers such as the electoral register and registration of births and deaths to varying degrees. 

Item 4:  NSB user survey 2006
The questionnaires were issued in late June. Around 50 have been returned to-date. The intention is to produce a report by end 2006. The comments have generally been favourable on the progress made by the CSO since 2002 however there is a clear demand for more regional and small area statistics.

Item 5:  NSB Mid-Strategy Review (NSB 2006/4/5)

A number of amendments were proposed to the latest draft. It was agreed that the report should be prepared for publication in September and that work should commence on a government memorandum to accompany its publication. The memorandum will highlight the cross-department importance of issues such as unique identifiers and central registers.

Item 6:  Any Other Business
Ms. Paula Carey notified the Board that she was stepping down to take a sabbatical. She has been a member of the Board since 1997.

There was a proposal that CSO examine the possibility of producing a special report on the Irish in Britain using Office for National Statistics census data.

The next meeting will be in CSO Swords on September 13, 2006 at 10:00. This will include the annual meeting with CSO Partnership. Meetings were also scheduled for October 26 and December 7 at 11:00.

� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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