NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2006/6/2

Minutes

Venue: CSO Swords

Date: September 13 2006, 10:00-14:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Ciaran Dolan


Ms. Mary Doyle

Mr. Derek Moran


Ms. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Item 1

Board meeting with Partnership
Professor Walsh presented a summary of work undertaken by the Board and by the CSO on behalf of the Board since the last Partnership/NSB meeting in November 2005. Arising from an NSB/CSO study of business data needs, a Memorandum to Government is being prepared to accompany the publication of the Board’s mid-term strategy progress report. An NSB user survey is currently being undertaken and has had a good response to-date. Progress in increasing the usage made of administrative records for statistical purposes by the CSO is continuing. New business integration and data matching CSO Divisions were established. The National Employment Survey was published with compliments on the wide range of new information available for the first time. A new thematic report on Construction and Housing in Ireland was published in July 2006. The NSB were represented on the National Postcodes Project Board – a report was sent to the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources in July 2006. The CSO will publish its first set of crime statistics before the end of 2006. A new report that made extensive use of CSO data and expertise, Globalisation and the Irish Economy, was published in March 2006. A much improved CSO website was launched. The role of statistics in the Social Partnership Towards 2016 report was briefly outlined by Ms. Mary Doyle.

The Partnership Committee presented a summary of their activities since they last met the Board. Committee members made presentations on the following issues: CSPVG verification group; implementation of ITSIP from a user’s experience; and the Fás excellence through people awards. The Board complimented the Committee on the extent and quality of the work that they have been involved in. The Partnership meeting ended with a tour of the census processing operation in the Swords office.

Item 2

Minutes of Jul 13, 2006 (NSB 2006/5/2)

These were agreed without amendment.

Item 3
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2006/5/3)

The National Income and Expenditure report, to be published shortly, will include a table giving estimated financial balance sheets for the sectors of the economy for the first time.

The processing of the Census is proceeding broadly on schedule.

Fieldwork on the National Disability Survey will begin shortly and is scheduled to last for about 5-6 weeks.

A new quarterly crime statistics release will be launched by the CSO before the end of 2006.

The thematic report Construction and Housing in Ireland was published at the end of July and attracted a lot of favourable comment.
A series of peer reviews are scheduled whereby all EU countries are being assessed and benchmarked to examine their adherence to the European Statistics Code of Practice. A peer review group will visit the CSO early in 2007 to make an assessment of the quality of the work of the office. Results from the NSB user survey will be a useful input into this assessment input 

Recent progress towards the development of a system of health accounts was discussed and a forthcoming seminar on this and related topics was referred to.

Item 4
Developing official statistics in Ireland (NSB 2006/5/4)

The Senior Management Committee of the CSO agreed a new project for the CSO to set-up a web portal that would eventually maintain documentation on all official statistics and provide web links to such data. The project will initially focus on the key indicators for Ireland that are internationally comparable. The Board will be asked to approve the list of key indicators. A prototype website will be available before the end of 2007.

Item 5
CSO National Disability Survey (NSB 2006/5/5)

Interviewing in this survey will commence on 18th September. The interviewer field force is currently being trained. The development of the questionnaire was overseen by a Consultative Group comprised of representatives from government departments, disability representatives, and a number of academic and other experts. Around 17,000 adults and children will be interviewed in private households and around 850 persons in selected institutions. The fieldwork for the survey will finish around the end of October and results are expected around Autumn 2007.

Item 6
NSB User survey 2006 update
Around 105 returns have been received to-date many of them electronically with users downloading the questionnaire from the NSB website. A second reminder will be issued later this month. Initial results should be available during 2006.

Item 7

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in the Department of the Taoiseach on October 26, 2006 at 11:00.

� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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