NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2007/3/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: May 17 2007, 11:00-14:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Ciaran Dolan

Ms. Mary Doyle

Mr. Derek Moran


Ms. Pat O’Hara


Mr. Paul Sweeney
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating and Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon attended. Mr. Adrian Redmond acted as Secretary.

Item 1

Minutes of January 23 , 2007 (NSB 2007/2/2)

These were agreed with minor amendments.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2007/2/3)

A new CSO publication on institutional sector accounts (financial and non-financial), was published in April. A seminar was held by CSO to introduce the new report. 

A memorandum will be submitted at an early stage to Government seeking formal approval for the next Census in 2011 and also agreement that CSO should undertake a fundamental review of its field work procedures to permit internet response, mail back and greater use of geo-directory and electronic mapping.

The Health Research Board have agreed to fund a contract to examine the feasibility of implementing the OECD's System of Health Accounts in Ireland.

A group chaired by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment will meet shortly to examine issues in connection with the proposal for the introduction of a unique business identifier and business register. The group will work within a broader remit of examining the regulatory burden on business.

Item 3
CSO organisation chart January 2007 (NSB 2007/2/4)

Following a TLAC competition in March, Mr. Bill Keating and Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon were appointed as Assistant Director General for Economic Statistics and for Social and Demographic Statistics respectively. Mr. Joe Treacy has taken responsibility for the new IT and Corporate Services directorate and an internal competition is currently under way to fill the remaining three Director posts in the new corporate management structure (Census of Population, Business Statistics, and Statistical Support / Innovation).

Item 4
Proposals for QNHS modules 2008-2010 (NSB 2007/2/5)

The paper outlined 17 topics for which modules have been proposed. Quarter 1 is largely devoted to an update module whereby key questions in previous full modules are repeated. Quarter 2 is a mandatory EU module. Eurostat modules will be carried out in Q2 2008 on the “Labour market situation of migrants and their immediate descendants” (016) and in Q3 2009 on the “Entry of young people into the labour market” (006). A module on “Financial exclusion” (010) will be included in the 2008 EU SILC survey.

After considerable discussion, there was general agreement that priority should be given to the proposals for modules on life-long learning (001), caring (003), commuting and travel time (004), and pensions (013). The sport and social capital module (017) could be repeated in 2010.

Item 5
CSO Portal to Official Statistics (NSB 2007/2/6)

The development of the CSO Portal was welcomed by the Board. It was suggested that consideration should be given to including links to some international data, and to national links to material wealth data, and more Revenue and taxation data.

Item 6
Code of Practice Peer review for Ireland (NSB 2007/2/7)

The report was very positive. The CSO has introduced a new quality system arising from proposals in the report.

Item 7
Data discussion paper (NSB 2007/2/8)

The paper reflected well on the work of the Board in recent years in increasing the value of data, promoting increased usage, and proposing mechanisms to facilitate this.

Item 8

Any other business

The next meeting will be in Department of the Taoiseach in Dublin on 19 July at 11a.m.
� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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