NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2007/4/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: July 19 2007, 11:00-14:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Con Lucey

Ms. Mary Doyle

Mr. Michael McGrath


Ms. Pat O’Hara


Mr. Paul Sweeney
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Steve MacFeely, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary. Apologies were received from Mr. Danny McCoy.

The Chairperson welcomed the new Board members (Mr. Con Lucey and Mr. Michael McGrath) to the meeting.

Item 1

Minutes of May 17, 2007 (NSB 2007/3/2)

These were agreed without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2007/3/3)

There has been an increase in the number of statisticians serving in Government Departments and there are discussions taking place regarding placing a statistician in the D/Justice and strengthening the statistical presence in D/Education and D/Health
. 

Mr. Brendan Walsh will chair a seminar entitled “Census Results for a modern Ireland” on 25th July.

An updated population projections’ report is due for publication towards the end of 2007.

Mr. Garvey will retire as Director General on 9th August (his successor is Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon). He thanked the Board for their support and encouragement during the last seven years. Mr. Walsh on behalf of the Board, and Ms. Doyle on behalf of the Taoiseach, thanked him for his considerable contributions during this period.

Item 3
Main Directions of new CSO Statement of Strategy (NSB 2007/3/4)

Social statistics

Mr. O’Hanlon gave a short presentation on the main issues to be addressed in the 2007-2010 CSO Statement of Strategy. The Quarterly National Household Survey is at full capacity and it will be necessary to increase the number of household interviewers if surveys on areas such as adult education, health, time use, travel and crime & victimisation are to be undertaken. In addition, a redesign of the five-yearly Household Budget Survey into a three years rolling survey is being considered.

Further thematic reports are being prepared including a regional indicators analysis. There is a general need to increase the range of data available at sub-national level.

A Memorandum will shortly be presented to Government for the 2011 Census. The CSO considers that it will be necessary to introduce mail-back and internet completion options for the 2011 Census. The CSO will make greater use of GIS systems in the 2011 Census and in this context, the introduction of postcodes will be invaluable particularly if the short-term take-up/usage rate is high.

During the discussions, it was noted that the recent appointment of Ministers of State for Children, Older People, and Migrants will increase the need for statistical data on these areas. For example, it would be very useful for policy purposes if Census data on place of birth and usual residence could be published in a short summary thematic report.

Macroeconomics statistics

There have been considerable developments in recent years, and while more are planned, a continuing priority, because of the impact of globalisation on the economic aggregates, is to ensure quality through consistency checking 

National Accounts are currently compiled using the income and expenditure approaches. The output approach is also being developed and it should then directly feed into the methodology for estimating GDP.

There will be greater use made of Revenue microdata for sampling and non-response estimation over the period of the next CSO strategy. This should result in a reduction in the response burden on business in much the same way as greater collaboration between the CSO and the Central Bank has resulted in a decrease in the response burden on financial institutions. Agreement on a single business identifier would greatly facilitate such progress.

There are international recommendations to change the Intrastat system to a single flow system whereby each country would compile export data only. This could result in lower quality estimates of our trade balance due to the open nature of our economy.

The CSO is currently preparing a position paper on environment statistics. It will be presented at the next NSB meeting.

IT, Corporate Services and Innovation

The new CSO IT system (ITSIP) will go live in September 2007. It will result in a much greater usage of standardised processing and editing methodologies across the CSO.

The 2008-2010 CSO IT strategy will be developed with a strong focus on internal and external customer needs.  Important statistical projects, from an IT perspective, will include the Census 2011, Trade and National Accounts. As the complexity of CSO IT systems increases, it is becoming necessary to undertake some direct recruitment of IT professionals.

The CSO's HR policy will continue to develop the skills and competencies needed by a modern statistical service, including structured training programmes in statistical topics, IT and management development. The Statistical Methods and Development (SMD) unit will assist statistical areas of the Office in developing new statistical techniques, as well as supporting the IT strategy and professional training; and the Quality Assurance/Audit unit will promote the documentation of quality standards for statistical processing.

These internal support services will also help the CSO to act as a professional reference point for the statistical work being undertaken in other Departments and Agencies.

Business statistics

A World Census of Agriculture is scheduled for 2010. The CSO will build upon the methodology used for the 2000 census and again primarily conduct the census using administrative registers.

The level of integration and quality/consistency checking across the macro-economic, social and business directorates will be intensified. NACE Rev. 2 will be introduced into business surveys and this will result in a much better framework for identifying and gathering data on new services.

The recent NSB enterprise report contained a number of recommendations for the business directorate. Proposals such as the introduction of a national travel survey and the collection of more data on tourism will be examined in the context of the new CSO strategy. Considerable progress has already been made on the recommendation for CSO to become more involved in the compilation of house price data.

Item 4

Any other business

The next meeting will be in Department of the Taoiseach in Dublin on 26 September at 11 a.m.
� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.


� Currently there are statisticians in Revenue Commissioners; D/Education and Science; D/Environment, Heritage and Local Government; D/Health and Children; D/Transport; D/Finance; and D/Social and Family Affairs. Increasingly these statisticians have worked for some period in the CSO before moving to the Department.
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