NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2004/4/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Monday, June 21 2004, 11:00-14:30

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Monday, 21 June 2004. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Mr. Frank Cunneen

Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara

Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Ms. Paula Carey and Mr. Ciaran Dolan. CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating and Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon also  attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

· Agenda (NSB 2004/3/1)

· Minutes of the meeting of May 11, 2004 (NSB 2004/3/2)

· Director General CSO Progress Report (NSB 2004/3/3)

· Issues to be considered in relation to the handling of data for statistical purposes within Government Departments (NSB 2004/3/4)

An extract from a discussion paper “Task Force on Confidentiality and Microdata” by Dennis Trewin was distributed at the meeting.

Item 1

Minutes of May 11, 2004 (NSB 2004/3/2)

These were accepted after a minor amendment. It was agreed that the summary table of QNHS modules undertaken to-date and agreed at the last Board meeting should be summarised in tabular format. It may be presented to a future SOGSI meeting.

Item 2
Director General Progress Reports (NSB 2004/3/3)

The consultancy implementation of the IT Strategy appears to be progressing well. A Quality Review of CSO experiences over the first 6 months is nearing completion. The effort supporting the implementation is bearing heavily, not only on the CSO project team, but also on the CSO business areas. 

The first meeting of the Population Projections advisory group was held last week. The intention is to publish national population and labour force projections in October; with regional projections to follow by the end of 2004.

The fieldwork on the April 2004 Census of Population pilot survey was completed satisfactorily. Some of the early feedback was that mail-back was not successful. During the discussions, it was agreed that the CSO would prepare a report on the Census pilot for the Board. This report should include a summary of the major issues for Ireland in relation to the methodology for taking a Census of Population such as the implications for the fieldwork of not having household or population registers.

A meeting with the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform took place to discuss their proposed Government Memorandum relating to a disability survey after the 2006 Census of Population.

Bill Keating has been elected as the next chairman of the Committee for Monetary, Financial and Balance of Payments statistics (CMFB). This is a particularly influential committee of national Central Banks and Statistical Offices.

Item 3
Progress Report on Business and Environment Statistics Study

This project is now underway. A letter signed by the Secretary Generals of the Departments of the Taoiseach and Finance was issued to the Secretary Generals of the six participating Departments and the Governor of the Central Bank. Meetings have already been held between the CSO and most of the participating organisations to formally launch the project.

The first meeting of the Expert Group on Data Needs will be held before mid-July. 

Item 4
Government Departments Data/Statistics Strategies

A number of Government Departments have notified CSO who their contact person is for coordinating any bilateral or inter-departmental cooperation or advice on the formulation of Data/Statistics Strategies. It was agreed that a future paper to the Board should review the progress made on the various inter-departmental elements of the Board’s 2003-2008 strategy. At present, the CSO is diverting significant resources from normal work to make progress on the implementation of the Board strategy. When the review of data holdings in Government Departments has been completed, the Board will need to identify the next steps in the further implementation of a whole-of-Government approach to the statistical system.

Statistics New Zealand are following a similar developmental strategy as Ireland in working with other government agencies to produce a more robust system of official statistics. They have recently been given a $70 million increase in funding to support their attempts to develop a "whole of Government approach" to statistics.

Item 5
Draft Data Protocols (NSB 2004/3/4 and NSB 2004/2/7)

Document NSB 2004/3/4 outlined some key issues in relation to the handling of data for statistical purposes within Government Departments. The paper addressed issues relating to the protection of data privacy, further developing the statistical potential of data, and ensuring that the CSO has full access to all surveys undertaken on behalf of a Department by outside organisations. The Board were also informed about the recommendations contained in a recent paper
 to the Conference of European Statisticians. It was agreed that the CSO would present a revised draft of the paper to the next Board meeting with the focus limited to issues relating to protecting the confidentiality of data.

Item 6

Any Other Business
September 22 was set as the date for the next Board meeting. The meeting will be held in Cork and will coincide with the Board meeting the CSO Partnership Committee.

� Task Force on Confidentiality and Microdata - Discussion Paper – Dennis Trewin
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