NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2004/2/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Monday, March 22 2004, 10:00-14:00

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Monday, 22 March 2004. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen

Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara

Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Minutes of the meeting of July 7, 2003 (NSB 2004/1/2)

Director General CSO Progress Report (NSB 2004/1/3)

Review of recent NSB Work (NSB 2004/1/4)


Draft Guidelines for Data/Statistics Strategies (NSB 2004/1/5)

Item 1  Membership and Chairman of the Board

Professor Walsh welcomed the members to the first meeting of the new Board.

Item 2  Minutes of July 7, 2003 (NSB 2004/1/2)

The minutes were accepted without amendment.

Item 3  Director General Progress Report (NSB 2004/1/3)

Mr. Garvey updated the meeting on CSO progress on a number of issues, since the last Board meeting, including the following:

· The first results of the CSO Household Travel Survey were recently published and they have attracted considerable interest;

· A new earnings publication based on the National Employment Survey will shortly be published. Preparations are underway to phase in an economy-wide quarterly survey of earnings and employment costs;

· The dissemination programme for the 13 volumes from the 2002 Census of Population will be completed on target. A pilot test for the 2006 census will be  undertaken in April 2004;

· The EU-SILC survey commenced in June 2003. Approximately 3,000 households were surveyed during the period June to December 2003;

· QNHS modules on Childcare, ICT, Educational attainment and Life-long learning have been published by the CSO in recent months;

· The CSO is formally collaborating with the National Children’s Office and the Department of Social and Family Affairs in the implementation of the National Children’s Longitudinal Study. This collaboration will enable the survey to be undertaken within the framework of the Statistics Act thus facilitating access to administrative data sources and providing a legally binding guarantee of statistical confidentiality;

· The CSO published a new indicators report, Measuring Ireland’s Progress, in December 2003.

· The contract for the final stage of the CSO IT Strategy was awarded to Cognizant Technology Solutions. The work is being partially carried out in an overseas location;

· EU Council discussions have commenced on a new regulation requiring quarterly institutional sector accounts from 2005; and

· Three new Balance of Payments releases were introduced in 2003.

There were brief discussions on a few items. The indicators report will be published annually. Mr. Garvey recently made a presentation on the indicators report to the Steering Committee on Social Partnership. The Board asked that a short paper be brought to the next meeting outlining the proposed topics to be included in the QNHS 2005-2007 modules. A recent decrease, for budgetary reasons, in the size of the QNHS sample may have an adverse affect on the availability of some data at regional level. Two new questions on race/ethnicity are being tested in the 2004 census pilot survey. The QNHS nationality data codes have been modified to collect greater detail on nationality. All EU accession countries are now individually identified.

Item 4  Review of recent NSB Work (NSB 2004/1/4)

This paper contained a brief summary of the current work-in-progress position on the following items:

· Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics;

· NSB Strategy for Statistics 2003-2008;

· Frameworks for statistics;

· Data/Statistics strategies in government departments;

· Data protocols;

· Development of the potential of administrative data;

· Using statistics effectively;

· Statistical Potential of Administrative Records report;

· National indicator reports; and 

· NSB annual progress report.

It is in society’s interest to ensure that the United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics will also apply to statistics derived from administrative records. At international level, developments are taking place to ensure that NSIs can adequately collect statistics involving complex international transactions (trade, globalisation etc.). A new European statistical law is currently being drafted. One aim of the new law is to introduce new procedures that assist NSIs to ensure that their statistics on international transactions are consistent.

A draft CSO data protocol will be presented to the next Board meeting. This protocol will identify good practice in relation to the CSO matching data holdings held by different government departments.

Item 5  Draft Guidelines for Data/Statistics Strategies (NSB 2004/1/5)

These guidelines were drawn up arising from the SGSES report. The Government asked the NSB to develop best practice guidelines to assist government departments in the preparation and implementation of their data/statistics strategies. The Board agreed the draft guidelines with minor reordering. The CSO will forward a copy to the Secretary General of each government department and they will be available on the NSB website from early April.

The implications of the guidelines for government departments will be discussed at a future meeting of the inter-departmental Senior Officials Group on Social Inclusion.

Item 6  Development of Data Holdings in Government Departments

The SGSES and SPAR reports concerned the development of social statistics data holdings in government departments. The social statistics SPAR exercise has to be completed for three remaining departments (Agriculture and Food; Community, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs; and Enterprise, Trade and Employment). A similar exercise examining economic, environmental and energy data holdings is planned for completion by October 2004. This exercise will also include the data holdings held by Agencies, associated with Departments, such as Forfás and the Central Bank.

A paper will be presented to the next Board meeting outlining a proposed approach to conducting this exercise and to securing top level support for the examination in each organisation.

Item 7  Any Other Business

May 11 at 11:00 was set as the date for the next Board meeting.
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