NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2004/5/2

Minutes

Venue: CSO Cork

Date: Wednesday, September 22 2004, 9:00-14:00

The National Statistics Board met in the CSO Cork on Wednesday, 22 September 2004. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Ciaran Dolan

Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Derek Moran
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Dr. Pat O’Hara. CSO Directors, Mr. Tom Keane, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

Minutes of the meeting of Jun 21, 2004 (NSB 2004/4/2)

Director General CSO Progress Report (NSB 2004/4/3)

CSO Statement of Strategy 2004-2006 (NSB 2004/4/4)


Partnership meeting Agenda Sep 22 2004 (NSB 2004/4/5)


Partnership Committee Activities (NSB 2004/4/6)

Item 1

CSO Partnership Group (NSB 2004/4/5 and NSB 2004/4/6))

Professor Walsh presented a summary of recent work undertaken in connection with progressing the implementation of the NSB 2003-2008 Strategy for Statistics. Among the activities mentioned was an NSB/CSO study examining business and environment data needs and data holdings in Government Departments. This exercise is a follow-on to the social and equality statistics exercise which was undertaken in 2003. Two recent initiatives to make more use of existing administrative data sources and to bring administrative data holdings more into the statistical domain were also mentioned. A number of CSO surveys have began collecting the PPSN as part of a strategy to reduce user burden and to optimise the use being made of administrative records. A new Crime Statistics Division is being set-up within the CSO in response to a request from the Minister for Justice. Board members noted that there was increasing recognition of the role of data in the policy-making system.

The Partnership Committee presented a summary of their activities since they last met the Board in June 2003. The Committee have been very active on issues such as the:


CSO Statement of Strategy 2004-2006;


The implementation of Sustaining Progress;


Human Resources strategy; and


Staff Attitude Survey.

The Board complemented the Committee on the extent and quality of their work and their level of commitment to Partnership.

Item 2

Minutes of Jun 21, 2004 (NSB 2004/4/2)

These were accepted without amendment. It was agreed that the Board should discuss at a future meeting inter-departmental issues relating to implementing the NSB 2003-2008 Strategy.

Item 3
Director General Progress Report (NSB 2004/4/3)

Annual National Income and Expenditure figures for 2003 were published in early July. These contained significant revisions compared to the quarterly 2003 estimates. While such revisions are always possible, given the lack of full data and timeliness issues associated with the quarterly estimates, generally revisions tend to offset each other to a greater extent than happened on this occasion.

National average prices for Dublin and the Rest of Ireland were made available for the first time in July. These will be issued every six months. PC-AXIS has been adopted as the CSO’s standard dissemination tool. ITSIP is proceeding along with ongoing monitoring of delivery timeliness. The CSO Statement of Strategy 2004-2006 has been published.

The CSO has set-up a new Crime Statistics Division in response to a decision from the Minister for Justice. The CSO will be associated with the publication of the data from 2005 and assume responsibility from 2006.

The CSO is working in conjunction with Eurostat to review data timeliness for 32 principal short-term indicators.

Item 4
Progress Report on Business and Environment Statistics Study

The Expert Group on Data Needs has met twice and the next meeting is scheduled for the 8th October. The CSO teams working with the Government Departments and Agencies are proceeding well and receiving full co-operation. Many of the Departments have only minor or niche data holdings which may not have linkages with other data holdings. A combined NSB report from the Expert Group and CSO teams will be published during December. The Board noted that expectations in Departments have been raised by the social and business statistics studies. The Board agreed that following the publication of the Report, the CSO should identify what resources will be required to develop the potential of business and environment administrative records. The value of establishing a similar small unit as the Social Statistics Integration Division for business and environment statistics was also mentioned.

Item 5
CSO Statement of Strategy 2004-2006 (NSB 2004/4/4)

This has been published in a joint English-Irish version. Chapter 4 reviews issues relating to ‘Developing the Irish Statistical System’.

Item 6
Data Protocols (oral presentation)
A paper will be presented to the next Board meeting that will incorporate issues raised during discussions with other national statistical offices and with the Senior Officials Group on Social Inclusion. The protocols will concern the procedures and safeguards required for compiling official statistics. The protocols may not fully meet needs for integrating data holdings for administrative purposes. For example, in education both the individual pupil and the individual school are confidential statistical units. Hence it would not be possible for the CSO to make available pupil performance statistics at individual school level.

Item 7

Any Other Business
November 24 was set as the date for the next Board meeting.
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