NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2007/2/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: January 23 2007, 11:00-14:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Ciaran Dolan

Ms. Mary Doyle

Mr. Derek Moran


Mr. Paul Sweeney
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Apologies were received from Ms. Pat O’Hara and Mr. Frank Cunneen. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Item 1

Minutes of December 7, 2006 (NSB 2007/1/2)

These were agreed without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2007/1/3)

A new CSO report on Domestic Tourism in Ireland was recently published drawing on six years of statistics from the Household Travel Survey to give more detailed breakdowns of the characteristics of overnight trips taken by Irish people within the country.

Arising out of the NSB Progress Report, the Government has approved the establishment of a cross-departmental group - to be chaired by the Department of Enterprise, Trade and Employment - to examine the feasibility of the introduction of a unique business identifier and associated central business register. The group is to report to the Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment by the end of 2007.

Following discussions with the Department of Finance, the CSO has received approval for a new senior management structure, comprising two new posts at Assistant Director General level (i.e. equivalent to Assistant Secretary) and four Directors.

The mainline processing of the Census returns was completed before Christmas, one to two weeks ahead of schedule.

In conjunction with the Advisory Committee rapid progress is being made on the adoption of a new crime classification system based on the Australian model and it is hoped to introduce it on publication of the detailed annual report in the middle of 2007.
A new CSO Prices Division is being set-up. The Division will develop new house cost and house price indices (using data from the Department of the Environment).

Item 3
Implementation of Social SPAR (NSB 2007/1/4)

Considerable progress has been made on a number of recent NSB initiatives. This progress was noted in the Government memorandum accompanying the Board’s strategy progress report. Departments have been asked to finalise their data/statistics strategies by Summer 2007.

The Board requested a data discussion paper presenting an overview of progress and issues to be prepared for its next meeting.

Item 4

Meeting with CSO Peer review group (NSB 2007/1/5)
The Code of Practice Peer review group discussed various aspects of the work of the Board and the nature of interactions with the CSO and with policy areas. The Peer review group report will be made available to the Board.

� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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