NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2006/7/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: October 26 2006, 11:00-13:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Mr. Ciaran Dolan


Ms. Mary Doyle

Mr. Derek Moran


Ms. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

CSO Directors Mr. Bill Keating and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Apologies were received from Mr. Paul Sweeney. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Item 1

Minutes of Sep 13, 2006 (NSB 2006/6/2)

These were agreed with minor amendments.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2006/6/3)

Eurostat have indicated that they are satisfied with the content of the 2006 Gross National Income Questionnaire & Quality Report which contain the work done on the outstanding GNI Reservations. These reservations arise from detailed Eurostat investigations and are linked to the use of GNI as a basis for member states' contributions to the EU budget. 

Fieldwork on the National Disability Survey is almost finished. It is expected that over 12,500 full interview questionnaires will be received. Field force debriefing sessions are currently being held.

The first CSO crime statistics report will be issued on Friday 27th October. The report will be for Q3 2006 (July to September) and will contain retrospective quarterly data back to Q1 2003. 

EU-SILC 2005 data is scheduled for publication on 16th November, 2006. This will be the third year of CSO data.

Following on from the last meeting of the Senior Officials Group on Social Inclusion, it was agreed that a project group would be established to draw up a data strategy for children. The work will be structured in the context of Towards 2016 and a lifecycle focus on children. 

The CSO are currently analysing the income contribution rates of PRSA holders using data from the Pensions Board, the Department of Social and Family Affairs, and the Revenue Commissioners. It was agreed that the CSO should issue the analysis in a new release.

The 2005 Progress Report on the CSO Statement of Strategy has been published.

The User Acceptance Testing phase of the IT strategy came to a formal conclusion on 2nd October and almost all scheduled surveys successfully completed UAT. Migration of most live systems is scheduled for Q1 2007.

The Chairman and CEO of the UK Statistics Commission met with the Director General and the NSB Chairman recently to discuss aspects of statistical governance.

A series of peer reviews are scheduled in which all countries are being assessed and benchmarked to examine their adherence to the new European Statistics Code of Practice. The peer review group has asked to meet members of the NSB.
Item 3
NSB User survey 2006 update (NSB 2006/6/4)

The survey returns indicate that further progress has been made by the CSO in the key areas for users. Disappointment was expressed by the Board in relation to the low number of returns from some user sectors. A third reminder has been issued and it was agreed that the responses to the final reminder should be incorporated. The updated report need not be presented to the Board again before publication.

Item 4
NSB strategy – next steps and 2007-2008 priorities
The NSB strategy progress report is currently being printed. A Government Memorandum is being prepared to accompany the publication of the report. The Memorandum will include a small number of decisions aimed at progressing the major recommendations in the CSO/NSB Statistical Potential of Administrative Records reports.

There was a general discussion on the need for more involvement by the CSO in the area of environment and sustainable development statistics particularly in relation to dissemination. This area will be a Board priority in 2007-2008. The need to develop small area data will also be focussed on.

Item 7

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in the Department of the Taoiseach on December 7, 2006 at 11:00 and the following meeting will be on January 23rd at 11:00 in the Department of the Taoiseach. At the January meeting, a Peer Review Group of the European Code of Practice will meet the Board.

� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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