NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2006/3/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Tuesday, March 28 2006, 10:00-12:00

The NSB met on 28th March, 2006. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members also attended:


Mr. Ciaran Dolan


Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Ms. Paula Carey, Mr. Frank Cunneen, Ms. Mary Doyle. CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon, and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Minutes of February 9, 2006 (NSB 2006/2/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2006/2/3)

Progress in the CSO since 2000 and Future Challenges (NSB 2006/2/4)

Sustaining Progress – Sixth CSO Progress Report (NSB 2006/2/5)


NSB Mid-Strategy Review (NSB 2006/2/6)

Item 1

Minutes of February 9, 2006 (NSB 2006/2/2)

These were accepted without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2006/2/3)

The CSO presented an update of work on the compilation of Tourism Satellite Accounts at a recent meeting of tourism officials held under the auspices of the British-Irish Council. The CSO issued its third report on Information Society and Telecommunications Statistics in March. The report has been expanded to include administrative information compiled by ComReg. Census of Population 2006 will be launched on March 29th by the Taoiseach. The CSO, Department of Health and Children and the HSE are attending a workshop on March 27/28 on the data requirements for the compilation of health accounts.

Arising from a query, a brief summary of the current position on the introduction of postcodes into Ireland was given. Three possible models have been approved for a cost-benefit analysis evaluation. Two of these have a spatial resolution of 10 metres by 10 metres, and the third comprises areas composed of a small number of households.

Item 3
Progress in the CSO since 2000 and Future Challenges (NSB 2006/2/4)

This paper was prepared by the CSO Director General as part of the process of keeping CSO staff informed of developments in the Office. The paper covers a wide range of important CSO developments that have taken place since 2000. The Board was very appreciative of the progress cited in the paper.

Item 4
CSO Action Plan under Sustaining Progress – Sixth Progress Report (NSB 2006/2/5)

This report was submitted to the Secretary General of the Department of Finance in mid-March. The report identifies the CSO's six priority areas for modernisation:

· implementation of the Office’s IT Strategy;

· further development of e-Government and IT solutions in the collection and dissemination of data;

· the greater use of merit-based competitive promotions;

· implementation of the Management Information Framework and the installation of enhanced financial management systems;

· implementation of new work processes and structures; and

· advancing the statistical potential of administrative records across public Departments, to meet the growing demand for statistics and to support good decision-making.

Arising from the report, there was a discussion on the operation of the competency based statistician recruitment process. The chairman indicated that the universities would be very interested in feedback from the CSO on the impact of the wider array of courses with some economics and mathematics modules on recruitment.

Item 5

NSB Mid-Strategy Review (NSB 2006/2/6)

A target date of end May was set for the publication of the mid-strategy progress report. Board members were asked to submit comments to the Secretary by mid-April. 

Item 6

Any Other Business
The report “Globalisation and the Irish Economy” was published by the Institute for International Integration Studies on March 27th. The report, which makes extensive use of CSO data, was very favourably received by the media. The CSO intends to build upon this research by publishing a regular thematic globalisation report.

It was agreed that the NSB “Policy Needs for Statistical Data on Enterprises” should be put on the NSB website and generally be made available.

The next meeting will be in Dublin on May 11, 2006 at 11:00.
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