NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2010/1/2

Minutes

Venue: Department Taoiseach

Date: December 16, 2009 at 11:00

Dr. Patricia O’Hara chaired the meeting. The following members attended:

Ms. Mary Doyle

Mr. Michael McGrath

Professor Philip Lane


Mr. Con Lucey

Mr. Fergal O’Brien

Mr. Paul Sweeney
Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon

CSO Assistant Directors Mr. Bill Keating and Ms. Siobhan Carey also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Item 1

Minutes of October 12, 2009 (NSB 2009/5/2)
The minutes were agreed without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2009/5/3)

A new table was included in the recent International Investment Position release that distinguished IFSC and non-IFSC activities by institutional sector. A new CSO release on the capital stock of fixed assets is due out shortly.
CSO held discussions recently with the Environment Protection Agency about cooperation in the field of waste statistics. This may result in joint data collection from enterprises in the area of waste.

The Government has approved Sunday 10 April, 2011 as the date for the next Census and agreed the census questionnaire. The 2008 results of the Survey on Income and Living Conditions were published in November 2008. Earnings and Labour Costs results for the second quarter of 2009 will be published next week. The Government has agreed to the conduct of the Programme for International Assessment of Adult Competencies (PIACC) survey by the CSO. A pilot survey is due to be undertaken in April 2010 followed by the full survey in Autumn 2011.
A CSO seminar on the exploitation of administrative data will be held in Dublin Castle on February 22nd, 2010. CSO hosted a second Business Statistics Seminar on November 11th in Dublin Castle. The theme was transport. Feedback has been very positive and the summary of proceedings will be published in the OECD and Eurostat newsletters.
A number of new surveys will be launched early next year, including Business Energy Use and Access to Finance. The Business Energy Use Survey is being conducted jointly with Sustainable Energy Ireland. A new co-operation project is also beginning with the Environment Protection Agency in 2010, where CSO will assist the EPA with their survey and questionnaire design. The CSO has agreed with the Department of the Environment that the CSO will take over responsibility from them for collecting house prices data from the financial institutions.
The CSO's gross allocation for 2010 is €63.398 million, an increase of about €7.5m on the 2009 allocation. The increase is due to the impact of major cyclical activities, including preparations for the 2011 Census of Population, the completion of the 2009/10 Household Budget Survey, and the collection of the Census of Agriculture in June 2010.
During 2009, 25 staff left the CSO on either the incentivised early retirement scheme (ISER) or the incentivised career break scheme (ICB). Under ISER, 10 applications have been approved and eight of these retired in 2009. Under the ICB scheme, 19 applications were approved and 17 have commenced their career breaks. In addition, the CSO is contributing 12 staff to the Department of Social and Family Affairs staffing levy. Arrangements for temporary staffing of the Census of Population and other cyclical projects are being discussed with the Department of Finance.
The Organisational Review Programme report being conducted of the CSO has almost been completed. The team have interviewed the individual members of the Board and they will attend the next NSB meeting to brief the Board on the findings in the published report.
Item 3

NSB 2009-2014 Strategy for Statistics and Matters Arising
Good feedback has been received in response to the 2009-2014 strategy. It was agreed that the CSO would consult with government departments on their data priorities. Future Board meetings will have a standing agenda item reviewing progress on the priority actions and recommendations in the strategy. The Board will examine in a more general way as to how to best consult with users on a regular basis. A number of CSO user seminars have recently been held or are planned. The NSB survey of CSO users may be undertaken in 2011 (previously undertaken in 1997, 2002 and 2006). A review of the methodology should be circulated to Board members.
Eurostat are establishing a task force with the objective of agreeing an approach to incorporating broader measures of progress and well-being into official statistics. Areas such as the measurement of wealth, time use and non-market activities, such as house repairs done by householders, need to taken into account.

NESC are considering bringing some producers and users together in early 2009 to discuss further work building upon the recently published Social Report. NESC should be invited to make a presentation to a future Board meeting on the social report.
Item 4 

NES Analysis (NSB 2009/5/4 & NSB 2009/5/5 & NSB 2009/5/6)
There was a general discussion on the National Employment Survey reports and SSISI paper. The request for the supplementary analysis had arisen at the December 2008 NSB meeting to clarify issues around differences in education and experience between employees in the public and private sectors. The CSO had previously published more detailed analyses of some other surveys to clarify particular issues through additional analyses. Such work was welcomed by the Board and it was proposed that the CSO consider publishing such reports under a separate Analytical series in a manner similar to, for example, Statistics Canada. If necessary such research could engage with outside bodies to ensure an efficient use of resources. The public and private sector analyses will be published as an addendum to the 2008 NES publication.
Item 5 

Census of Population Pilot Survey 2009 Report (NSB 2009/5/7)
The 2011 questionnaire is very similar to the 2006 Census questionnaire. A few new questions have been added (on language, rents), modified (disability) and dropped (volunteering).
Item 6

Any other business
The next meeting will be on the 9th March, 2010 in the Department of the Taoiseach at 11:00. The following meeting will be in CSO Cork on 21st April, 2010 and will involve meetings with CSO partnership and separately with the Senior Management Committee.[image: image1.png]
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