NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2006/4/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: May 11 2006, 11:00-13:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Mr. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Ms. Mary Doyle
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan, Mr. Derek Moran, and Dr. Pat O’Hara. CSO Director Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Draft minutes of March 28, 2006 (NSB 2006/3/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2006/3/3)


NSB User Survey Questionnaire (NSB 2006/3/4)


NSB Mid-Strategy Review (NSB 2006/3/5)

Item 1  Minutes of March 28, 2006 (NSB 2006/3/2)

These were accepted without amendment.

Item 2  Director General’s progress report (NSB 2006/3/3)

Around 80% of census forms have been collected as of May 11th. Around 1.8m households were identified and 1.54m census forms distributed. The difference is non-occupied households on census night. The 2006 census operation has proceeded very well and the Board formally recorded its praise for the staff and field force involved on it.

The CSO were approached regarding the possible use of the census field force to update the electoral register. Arising from these discussions, the CSO may be asked to provide a list of enumerators who would be interested in working on an update of the electoral register. The CSO indicated that they were willing to examine different arrangements for a long-term approach to the maintenance of an accurate electoral register including the assignment to CSO of the responsibility for maintaining the register. Arising from this point, the Board requested the CSO to prepare a paper on international practice in relation to National Statistical Institutes involvement in issues such as maintaining registers of individuals for primarily non-statistical purposes, identity numbers usage and management, and electoral register usage. The analysis should describe the situation in Scandinavia and similar countries where there is extensive use of a unique person identifier number. Information on its usage in relation to migration issues would also be of interest. On a related topic, the CSO are in the process of writing to the Department of Health and Children (DHC) in connection with the draft Health Information Quality Authority legislation. The CSO will encourage DHC to take a broader view of the benefits of a single identifier, while still taking adequate data security precautions.

The results of the 2003 National Employment Survey will be published around the end of May. The results will include pay comparisons between the public and private sector including an analysis of the effect differences in educational attainment, length of service, etc. have on employment sector pay differences.

Progress on the CSO IT Strategy (ITSIP) has been very satisfactory and the new system will be operational in 2007.

The CSO is examining the establishment of a web portal that would contain a wide variety of official statistics together with metadata and a quality mark indicator. Data research for the portal will build upon recent NSB/CSO reports that examined administrative and survey data sources in the public sector.

The CSO recently met with the Data Protection Commissioner in connection with the CSO assuming responsibility for the compilation of crime statistics. This meeting also discussed the approach being proposed in the NSB draft data protocol.

Item 3  NSB User Survey Questionnaire (NSB 2006/3/4)
The questionnaire is broadly similar to that used in 2006. A few additional questions have been added, e.g. how does the CSO compare with other EU NSIs, in response to requests from Eurostat for NSIs to undertake customer surveys. A number of suggestions were made in relation to the response options in particular questions and these will be incorporated into the final questionnaire. It was agreed that on the internet version of the questionnaire, a list of CSO releases and publications should be provided via a link from the relevant user survey questions. The survey will commence shortly.

Item 4  NSB Mid-Strategy Review (NSB 2006/3/4)

It was suggested that a diagram that would map out the strands, and how the actions undertaken classify to these, should be added to the report.

It was agreed that the lack of substantial progress on Department data/statistics strategies needs to be more clearly noted. A meeting of the inter-Departmental group should be convened, before the mid-strategy report is published, to examine progress to-date and to identify planned actions.

It was agreed that the draft should be amended to reflect more fully all of the actions that have taken place since the strategy was published.

It was agreed that the next draft of the report should be presented to the next NSB meeting in July.

Item 5  Any Other Business
There was a discussion on the need for better statistics on injuries to people in vehicle accidents, injuries at work, and accidents in public places such as hotels (public liability insurance). Staff from CSO will consult with the Insurance Federation and the Personal Injuries Assessment Board to establish what data are currently available for analysis.

The next meeting will be in Dublin on July 13, 2006 at 11:00.

� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.
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