NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2005/5/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Tuesday, September 13 2005, 9:00-14:00

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Tuesday, 13 September 2005. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Ms. Paula Carey

Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan and Ms. Mary Doyle. CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Minutes of the meeting of July 11, 2005 (NSB 2005/4/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2005/4/3)


Draft SPAR BES report (NSB 2005/4/4)


Joint Committee on Enterprise and Small Business (NSB 2005/4/5)


QNHS Modules (NSB 2005/4/6)

Item 1:  Board discussion with visiting delegates
Representatives from the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, the Statistical Office of Serbia and Montenegro, and the Central Bureau of Statistics in Israel attended a preliminary meeting before the formal Board meeting began. The representatives had attended presentations in the CSO the previous day regarding the work of the NSB and CSO. There was a broad discussion on a wide range of issues including:

· The membership and appointment of the Board;

· The selection procedures for nominating individual members;

· Issues around the size of a Statistical Council;

· The nature of discussions at Board meetings;

· The interactions between the Board and the CSO; and

· The interactions between the Board and the wider statistical user and data provider communities.

Item 2:  Minutes of July 11, 2005 (NSB 2005/4/2)

The draft minutes were accepted without amendment.

Item 3:  Director General’s Progress Report (NSB 2005/4/3)

The CSO made a presentation in August to the Oireachtas Joint Committee on Enterprise and Small Business in relation to the Consumer Price Index and the ongoing debate around the Groceries Order.

A new Really Simple Syndication (RSS) service was launched on the CSO website in early September. RSS serves to distribute news headlines and content on the Internet in a completely automated fashion. It is a very effective and easy way for customers to keep up-to-date with the latest headlines from the CSO.

At the request of the Audit Committee, and because of the business risks associated with our IT project, a full audit of the ITSIP programme is being undertaken with a delivery date scheduled for October.

Two QNHS modules were published in the recent past - one on Equality in August and the second on Union membership on 7th September.

The CSO has just submitted its fifth progress report to the Civil Service Performance Verification Group, setting out progress on key strategic priorities, following discussion by the Partnership Committee. These priorities include the ITSIP project, e-Government, greater use of merit-based competitive promotions, implementation of the Management Information Framework, new work processes (including scanning), and the Statistical Potential of Administrative Records.

Item 4:  Draft SPAR BES report (NSB 2005/4/4)

There was extensive discussion on the revised draft report. It was agreed that Chapter 1 should be revised to:

· Give more emphasis to the recommendations that should definitely be implemented;

· State more clearly the benefits of a unique business identifier (it was agreed that discussions on the introduction of a unique business identifier would require the establishment of a cross-Department working group containing representatives from employer and employee representative groups and the Data Protection Commissioner);

· Make more reference to the recommendations of the CSO teams;

· Add clear Board support to the statistical value of postcodes to data owners and users, and of being able to spatially map data;

Item 5:  Joint Committee on Enterprise & Small Business (NSB 2005/4/5)

See item 3.

Item 6:  QNHS Modules (NSB 2005/4/6)

The demand for modules to be included in the QNHS is exceeding the capacity of the survey. Consideration will have to be given in the future to increasing the capacity of the survey to conduct more modules possibly through the recruitment of extra interviewers. It was agreed that a decision would be made at the next Board meeting regarding which two modules to include in the Q3 and Q4 2006 surveys. The three options are Social Capital and Sport, and repeats of the Crime and Victimisation and Health Modules. Further information in relation to the data needs of the new health agencies (HSE and HIQA), the data collection priorities of the new Steering Committee on Health Statistics, and the direction of the new Eurostat demands for health data should be presented to the next Board meeting if available.

Item 7:  Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in Cork on November 16, 2005 at 09:00. The meeting will coincide with the annual NSB meeting with the CSO Partnership Committee.
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