NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2005/3/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Thursday, May 4 2005, 11:00-14:00

The National Statistics Board met in the Department of the Taoiseach on Wednesday, 4 May 2005. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members were also present:


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Frank Cunneen

Ms. Mary Doyle


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan and Mr. Derek Moran. CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were made available before the meeting:

Minutes of the meeting of March 10, 2005 (NSB 2005/2/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2005/2/3)


Draft CSO Data Protocol (NSB 2005/2/4)


Draft NSB Data Protocol (NSB 2005/2/5)


DPC reply to CSO Data Protocol (NSB 2005/2/6)


Draft SPAR BES chapters

Item 1

Minutes of March 10, 2005 (NSB 2005/2/2)
These were accepted without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s Progress Report (NSB 2005/2/3)
Discussions are continuing on a revised regulation to give Eurostat greater powers in monitoring the Government Debt and Deficit data. It will result in much increased monitoring and comparison of all the government accounts statistics supplied to Eurostat. This will mean a considerable increase in workload for the CSO.

Long-term retrospective national accounts series, that eliminate discontinuities, have been prepared by the CSO and sent to a number of users for feedback prior to finalisation.

There have been significant delays in the move of CSO staff into the Swords building due to the premises not being vacated by the agreed dates. This delay is of serious concern for the successful preparations for the 2006 Census of Population.

The CSO met recently with the Gardai to discuss in detail the transfer of responsibilities for crime statistics to the CSO. The meeting was very positive but a number of critical issues relating to data transfer etc. need to be resolved.

A Standing Committee on Health statistics is being established which will include representatives from the HSE, HIQA and the HRB in addition to the Department and the CSO.
There have been some difficulties with the progress of the IT strategy.

The questionnaires returned from the 2005 Farm Structures Survey will be scanned.

At the ISI in Sydney in April, it was confirmed that the 2011 ISI Session would be held in Ireland. This is expected to bring about 2,500 public, academic and private sector statisticians to Ireland.

Item 3

Draft CSO Data Protocol (NSB 2005/2/4)
This item was taken in conjunction with item 5. The Board was very complimentary of the draft CSO protocol. It was agreed that it should be made available on the CSO and NSB websites as well as being disseminated as opportunities arose in CSO publications. The Data Protection Commissioner responded very favourably to the protocol but advised the CSO to ensure that sufficient data security safeguards were in place in any requests for the data matching to be done outside of the CSO’s premises.

Item 4

Draft NSB Data Protocol (NSB 2005/2/5)

There was a lengthy debate over the draft NSB protocol and broad welcome of the proposed approach. It was agreed that the protocol should be developed further and presented to a future meeting of the inter-departmental Senior Officials Group on Social Inclusion (as required in the Government Memorandum accompanying the SGSES
 report). The protocol is not concerned with data matching which is undertaken for administrative purposes by Government Departments. A revised draft should be presented to the next Board meeting.

Item 5

DPC Reply to CSO Data Protocol (NSB 2005/2/6)
See discussion under item 3.

Item 6
SPAR Business and Environment Statistics Report
Drafts of the CSO teams Department chapters were made available before the meeting. It was agreed that some of the key principles and recommendations in the CSO teams chapters should be added to the Expert Group findings to comprise a report which will be published by the NSB. A recommendation emphasising the statistical importance of small area geography and the potential statistical value of postcodes should be given clear prominence in the cross-cutting recommendations. Such geography would greatly assist the development of business and tourism statistics in town and rural areas. The NSB will be represented on a postcodes group that the Minister for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources will establish.

It was agreed that an initial draft Board report will be presented to the next meeting of the SPAR BES Data Needs Expert Group and then given further consideration at the next Board meeting.

Item 7

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in Dublin on July 11, 2005.

� NSB (2003): Developing Irish Social and Equality Statistics to meet Policy Needs.
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