NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2006/1/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Thursday, December 8 2005, 11:30-13:30

The NSB met on Thursday, 8 December 2005. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members also attended:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Ms. Paula Carey


Ms. Mary Doyle

Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Mr. Ciaran Dolan. CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating and Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed:

Minutes of November 16, 2005 (NSB 2005/6/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2005/6/3)


Developing Tourism Statistics North and South (NSB 2005/6/4)


NSB SCHS Terms of Reference & Membership (NSB 2005/6/5)

Item 1

Minutes of November 16, 2005 (NSB 2005/6/2)

These were accepted after two amendments.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2005/6/3)

The 2005 edition of Women and Men in Ireland will be published in mid-December. 

The CSO appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on European Affairs to discuss a draft regulation on population and migration statistics. The CSO is currently examining the various main migration related administrative data sources.

The EU-SILC results for 2004 will be published on December 12th.

The CSO will build greater awareness of the strategic advantages of implementing the SPAR BES recommendations for a public service business register and a common business identifier.

The CSO was awarded the Excellence Through People accreditation by Forfas.

Item 3

North-South Areas of Statistical Co-Operation (NSB 2005/6/4)

The CSO has already participated in a number of North/South statistical initiatives. A joint Yearbook was published in 2001 and again in 2003. This report is likely to be published again in 2006 or in 2007. The CSO assisted in the compilation of an All Ireland tourism satellite account following a decision by the British-Irish Council in January 2003 to conduct this work. This work is likely to be repeated after some of the identified data gaps are addressed. NISRA, the Northern Ireland statistical office, are members of the Consultation Group for the 2006 National Disability Survey.

The Board encouraged the CSO to continue this work and to increase the extent of cross-border cooperation and consultation particularly in relation to the compilation of tourism statistics.

Item 4

NSB SCHS Terms of Reference & Membership (NSB 2005/6/5)

The Board were very supportive of the establishment of the Standing Committee on Health Statistics. It was agreed that a paper would be brought to the Cabinet Committee on Health in the first half of 2006. The CSO, in conjunction with the Department of Health and Children, was asked to prepare an initial paper describing the situation with regard to the collection of health statistics for a Spring 2006 Board meeting. The CSO agreed to raise this issue at the next meeting of the SCHS.

Item 5

SPAR BES Government Memorandum issues
It was agreed that a Memorandum will be brought to Government accompanying the NSB Policy needs for Statistical Data on Enterprises report. The report, which has already been printed, will be brought to Government during February/March 2006. In the intervening period, Mr. Brendan Walsh has agreed to chair meetings with business and policy interests in connection with issues being raised in the Memorandum.

A separate Memorandum will be brought to Government to accompany the Board mid-strategy progress review. This Memorandum will highlight the progress made in implementing the Board strategy and the decisions which accompanied the publication of the Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics report. The Board noted the significant progress that has already been made by the Department of Social and Family Affairs in the implementation of its Data/Statistics strategy.

Item 6

NSB Draft Globalisation Paper (oral presentation)

A brief presentation was made to the Board by Philip Lane of the main findings emerging from the globalisation study undertaken by the Institute for International Integration Studies. The paper has added significant value to the statistics routinely published by the CSO particularly in relation to identifying the country of ultimate beneficial ownership of transactions. The methodology has taken account of the globalisation indicators recommended by the OECD. The CSO will examine the methodology with a view to publishing additional information in the future.

Item 7

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in Dublin on February 9, 2006 at 11:00. The subsequent meeting was provisionally scheduled for March 9th. Future meetings will generally be held on the second Thursday of a month.
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