NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2006/2/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: Thursday, February 9 2006, 11:00-13:30

The NSB met on Thursday, 9 February 2006. Professor Brendan Walsh was in the Chair. The following members also attended:


Mr. Frank Cunneen


Ms. Paula Carey


Mr. Ciaran Dolan


Mr. Derek Moran


Dr. Pat O’Hara
Mr. Donal Garvey

Apologies were received from Ms. Mary Doyle. CSO Directors, Mr. Bill Keating, Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon, and Mr. Joe Treacy also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary.

Documentation

The following documents were distributed in advance of the meeting:

Minutes of December 8, 2005 (NSB 2006/1/2)

Director General’s CSO Progress Report (NSB 2006/1/3a)

CSO Earnings, Hours and Employment Costs Survey (NSB 2006/1/3b)


Globalisation and the Irish Economy (NSB 2006/1/4)


NSB Mid-Strategy Review (NSB 2006/1/5)

Item 1

Minutes of December 8, 2006 (NSB 2006/1/2)

These were accepted with one amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2006/1/3a and 3b)

The CSO has developed a more comprehensive quarterly earnings, hours and employment costs survey. This survey will eventually replace the existing CSO indicators in this area including the Average Industrial Earnings release. It was recognised that it would be a significant challenge to successfully produce national estimates from the survey – there was a general discussion around the need for more regional data with respect to employment and related issues such as training and development of the workforce, as well as earnings.

The National Accounts divisions have been reorganised with the addition of a senior statistician post specifically for government accounts. This was necessary in the light especially of the extra demands and scrutiny arising from EU legislation in this area.

Preparations for the Census are now well advanced. Over 14,000 persons have applied for the position of Enumerator, and approximately 200 interview boards are processing the applicants.

The Gardai will make the first transfer of micro-data from the PULSE system to the CSO around June 2006. CSO staff have been examining the international crime statistics classifications being used.

The CSO has begun some data matching work on administrative data files to see whether useful information can be compiled on employment, nationality and migration.

The Board chairman and the Director General of the CSO reported on a positive meeting with an IBEC representative. There was a general discussion concerning next steps in the SPAR enterprise process. Preparations are continuing in respect of establishing an inter-Departmental Committee to examine the issues of a central business register and a unique business ID.

Item 3

Globalisation and the Irish Economy (NSB 2006/1/4)

An updated draft of a paper by Philip Lane and Frances Ruane was discussed by the Board. The paper makes considerable use of CSO data. Members should forward comments on the Paper to the Secretary. 

Item 4

NSB Mid-Strategy Review (NSB 2006/1/5)

A preliminary draft of the Progress report was presented. An updated draft will be discussed at the next Board meeting.

Item 5

Any Other Business
The next meeting will be in Dublin on March 28, 2006 at 10:00. The subsequent meeting was provisionally scheduled for May 11 at 11:00.
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