NATIONAL STATISTICS BOARD

NSB 2007/5/2

Minutes

Venue: Department of the Taoiseach

Date: October 10 2007, 11:00-14:00

Mr. Brendan Walsh
 chaired the meeting. The following members also attended:


Ms. Mary Doyle


Mr. Danny McCoy

Mr. Michael McGrath


Ms. Pat O’Hara


Mr. Paul Sweeney
Mr. Gerry O’Hanlon

CSO Assistant Director General Mr. Bill Keating also attended. Mr. Gerry Brady acted as Secretary. Apologies were received from Mr. Con Lucey.

The Chairperson welcomed the new CSO Director General, Gerry O’Hanlon, to the meeting, and noted the retirement of Mr. Donal Garvey as Director General of the CSO on the 9th August.

Item 1

Minutes of October 10, 2007 (NSB 2007/4/2)

These were agreed without amendment.

Item 2
Director General’s progress report (NSB 2007/4/3)

Mr. O’Hanlon was appointed by the President to the position of CSO Director General on August 10th. The consequential vacancy at Assistant Director General level was advertised by the Public Appointments Service and all National Statistics Institutes in the EU/EEA were notified of the vacancy.

The new Data Management System (DMS) went live on 10 September. The DMS comprises centralised databases and menu-driven solutions for each step in the production of statistics. The launch of the DMS marks the culmination of the CSO's ITSIP (Information Technology Strategy Implementation Plan) project. Surveys are being transferred to the DMS on a phased basis, with the full transition and closure of the old IT systems scheduled for March 2008.

The BOP figures for Q2, 2007 published at end-September incorporated for the first time some data from two new surveys introduced in co-operation with the CBFSAI to replace existing surveys in both CSO and CBFSAI. These have been put in place as part of SPAR follow-up work. CSO presented a paper to the recent Conference of Director Generals of the EU (DGINS) on our approach to ensuring the consistency of data from multinational enterprises. This received a lot of interest from countries beginning to meet similar problems.

A Memorandum for Government on the 2011 Census has been prepared and seeks agreement for the investigation of an internet-based return option. It is estimated that at current prices, the next census will cost approximately €60 million compared with an actual cost of €45 million for 2006.

The Population Projections Advisory Group has recently agreed on the demographic asssumptions for the projections to 2041, and a national report should be ready before the end of the year.

The CSO is finalising arrangements with the Department of the Environment for taking over responsibility for the production of the House price Index.

A presentation was made to the High Level Group on Business Regulation earlier this month which focussed on the extent to which the statistical demand is driven by EU requirements, and also on an analysis of the actual demand placed on enterprises in responding to some of our inquiries. A number of countries, that have attempted comprehensive measurement, estimate that the statistical demands represent less than 2% of the overall administrative burden.

The Business Statistics Integration (BSI) division is initiating a SPAR project with the Office of the Revenue Commissioners to assess their business data holdings. This project will also involve staff from the Business Statistics Directorate and National Accounts.

A Memorandum of Understanding has been agreed between the CSO and Forfás to jointly conduct the 2007 EU Community Innovation Survey. The CSO will take primary responsibility for the management of the survey (issue of questionnaires, data capture and processing) and a collaborative approach to the analysis of the data has been agreed. The output will be a joint CSO/Forfás publication.

Work on the Public Sector Statistical Network (PSSN) is continuing. This on-line hosting service, provided by the CSO, supports the dissemination of interactive tables (via PC-AXIS) derived from databases held by other Public Sector organisations. There are currently three organisations (Environment, Heritage and Local Government; Education and Science; and Sustainable Energy Ireland) availing of the system. The CSO is actively encouraging the usage of this facility across the public sector and are currently working with the Department of Health and Children, the Office of the Revenue Commissioners and Forfás.

Item 3
CSO Environment statistics (NSB 2007/4/4a and 2007/4/4b)

The CSO recently reviewed its activities in relation to environment and energy statistics. The review focussed on two topics: generating and improving the amount of statistics currently published in these areas; and mainstreaming environment statistics into the work of the CSO. Developments in environment statistics would be of value to the Cabinet Committee on climate change and energy security. There may be a need for a cross-Departmental exercise on environment statistics to be conducted along the lines of the SGSES
 report. Given that the areas of environment and sustainable development are likely to be central themes in the next NSB strategy, the Board indicated its willingness to assist as required in any such exercise. It was agreed that the CSO would present a summary of today’s paper at a future meeting of the Senior Officials Group reporting to the Cabinet Committee if required.

Item 4
Progress on Department data strategies (NSB 2007/4/5)

The Board welcomed the progress made to-date by Departments and the work of the Department of the Taoiseach and CSO in coordinating this progress. It was noted that Departments were required to complete their strategies by the Summer.

Item 5

Any other business

The next meeting will be in the Department of the Taoiseach in Dublin on 10th December at 11 a.m.
� Professor emeritus Economics Department, UCD.


� Steering Group on Social and Equality Statistics chaired by Professor Frances Ruane who was at the time the NSB chairperson.
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